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Memo 
To: Eric Friend 

From: Patti Gilliland, Tax Auditor Supervisor 

Date: November 29, 2006 

Re: Electronic Subscriptions 

In order for an item of tangible personal property to be taxable, the item must be tangible. Gross Receipts Rule 
Forty-Eight (GR-48) defines “publications” to be “any pamphlet, magazine, journal, or periodical, other than a 
newspaper, designed for the information or entertainment of the general public or any segment thereof.”  While 
an electronic subscription does not meet the definition of a publication to be exempt under GR-48, if the item is 
only received electronically and nothing tangible is received, then the transaction is exempt from tax. 
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