


Where are you from?

I’m from Brandon, MS. Brandon is
one of the fastest growing areas in
Mississippi with an estimated popula-
tion of 17,000. 8% of Brandon indus-
try makes up for Agriculture, for-
estry, fishing, and hunting.

Family, parents, siblings, spouse,
children?

My parents are Katie and Steve
Jones, | have an older sister(27) and
an older brother(30).

Some background information
where BS obtained, when, etc.

| received my BS in 2006 from Alcorn
State University in Lorman, MS in
Agribusiness Management.

How/why did you choose the UA
for a Master’s Degree?

| had a class where we had to do
research on the top three graduate
schools | would want to attend and
present in class the advantages and
disadvantages of each school would
have toward my future. The Univer-
sity of Arkansas was one of my top
schools. Through colleagues and
professors | heard the University of
Arkansas had a great agriculture
graduate program in Agriculture Eco-
nomics. Through research and
speaking to recruiters for the Univer-
sity of Arkansas | finally made the
decision to attend U of A.

Are you thesis/ non-thesis? Year in
Program?
This is my first year (non-thesis).

What do you wish to do with your
degree?

Obtain a job in the field of agricul-
tural economics. In addition | would
like to use my degree to be an exam-
ple to other minorities to pursue a
higher education.

Describe your time at the UA/Dept.
It has been a great learning experi-
ence.

What areas of your MS program in-
terest you the most?
The classes that deal with marketing
interest me the most.

Internship (if any) for non-thesis,
who, what, where?

Farm Credit Service of Western Ar-
kansas.

What outside activities have you
been involved in?

| am over the Black history commit-
tee in MANNRS, Board of Directors- |
Can Corporation, and a member of
BGSA.

How do you spend your free time?
Hobbies, travel, other interests?
Usually when | have free time I’'m
with my business team traveling or
working in the area interviewing and
attending business workshops. My
hobbies include basketball, bowling,
tennis, and fishing.

What do you miss from back home?
Family and friends

What do you like best about the
program, being a graduate student?
The professors always take the time
out to help me whenever | need as-
sistance with my work.

Any work experience? Previous
jobs?

Field Service Intern- Farm Credit
Service, Fayetteville, AR Summer
2007

Soil Conservationist- USDA/NRCS,
Minot, ND, Summer 2006

Soil Conservationist- USDA/NRCS,
Jamestown, ND (area office) Sum-
mer 2005

Soil Conservationist- USDA/ NRCS,
Avondale, AZ Summer 2004
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Where are you from?

Harrison, AR. | grew up showing
hogs and horses on a small farm out-
side of Harrison.

Family, parents, siblings , spouse,
children?

My parents are Gail and Bernie Zerr;
they live in Harrison. My mom is Vice
President Bookkeeper for Harness
Roofing and my dad is retired. | am
the youngest of three girls. Julie
lives in Harrison and works in the
pricing department at FedEx Freight,
Chrissy lives in Fayetteville and is a
fourth grade teacher at Decatur Ele-
mentary.

Some Background information
where BS obtained, when, etc.

| completed my undergraduate de-
gree in 2006 at Arkansas Tech Uni-
versity receiving my bachelors de-
gree in Agricultural Business.

How/ Why you choose UA for a
Master’s degree?

| initially selected UA as a prospect
because of it being close to my
hometown, then | came to visit and
really liked all the people so | made
my decision based in that.

Are you thesis/non-thesis? Year in
program?

| am non-thesis, finishing this sum-
mer.

What do you wish to do with your
degree?
I would like to get a job for a coop-

eration doing product development
or marketing, but | am not picky and
would be happy doing anything in
finance or economics as well.

Describe your time at UA/Dept.

| loved my time at UA. Graduate
school gave me the opportunity to
become more specialized and meet
a lot of wonderful people.

What areas of you MS program in-
terest you the most?

| really learned a lot through every
class | took in the MS program, but
the marketing and management
classes | took in the Walton College
were the most interesting because
it was such a contrast to the classes
offered in our department.

How do you spend your free time?
Hobbies, travel, other interests?

| spend my free time shopping, trav-
eling and doing anything outdoors. |
love camping, fishing, hiking, canoe-
ing, and riding horses.

What do you miss from back home?
| would have to say my family the
most and just being on the farm.

What do you like best about the
program, being a grad student?

| liked meeting and getting to know
all the other graduate students the
best.

What do you like best about UA/
Fayetteville?

| like almost everything about Fa-
yetteville, it is close to home, and
has a great atmosphere and feel.

The Eco-

nomic Research Service (ERS) of

the U. S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) anticipates hiring several new
employees over the next year in the
Ph.D. and Master’s levels. Interested
candidates can email their resumes to
the recruitment coordinator, Leslee
Lowstuter, at lesleel@ers.usda.gov.
There are currently th ree positions that
are open to which candidates may im-
mediately apply at
http://www.usajobs.com There they will
find details about the positions, qualifi-
cations and benefits offered. The an-
nouncement numbers are:

ERS-2007-0095: Masters level or
equivalent experience

ERS-2007-0096: Ph.D. level or equiva-
lent experience

ERS-2007-0097: Ph.D. level or equiva-
lent experience
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