France and Belgium

Early French groups 

Gauls – Celtic tribes – pre Roman

Bretons – from Britain 4-6th century – settled in NW France

Basques – pre Roman, pre-Celtic – SW France 

Goths, Visigoths, Burgundians and Franks

Charlemagne and the unification of France

Charlemagne 771 – Treaty of Verdun 843 – C’s grandsons – Louis the German (Kingdom of the East Franks), Charles the Bald (Kingdom of the West Franks) and Lothar (Lotharingian Corridor).

Normans 8th-10th Centuries – NW France

Medaieval France


Louis VI and Abbot Suger – anointed by God – Divine Right of Kings

Importance of French language in government and diplomacy – early standardization.

Reduction of the Church during 14th century – Avignon Papacy

Reduction of the nobles – tax reform, military reform, legal reform

Louis XIV & Mazarin – Fronde Parliamentaire, Fronde Nobilite. 

Concept of statism – autocratic nationalism 

Revolution
Creation of Modern France – new iconography – ideology, language, religion, culture, laicite, no alternative ethnicity.

Modern status of minorities

Bretons – language discouraged in 19th & early 20th century – virtually gone. Two regions Pays de Loire and Bretagne. Diwan, organization to promote language in schools, some TV and radio. Cultural nationalism


Basques – language disappearing – part of Pyrenees Atlantique – no recognition.

Corsica – French opposed to full independence, but some autonomy possible (Gaulists oppose even this). Violence in 1970s, bombings, assassination attempts, kidnapping. Corsu (language) in danger of becoming extinct. 
Catalans – separated from Spanish Catalonia in the middle ages, language not recognized but bi-lingual schooling is permitted.

Alsatians – German dialect (approx 25% of population) Great deal of religious diversity.

Belgium

Early Belgium

Gallia Belgica – Lotharingian Corridor, part of HRE. 1540s Union of the Seventeen Provinces. Treaty of Westphalia 1648 – United Provinces (Belgica Foederata) (Protestant House of Orange) and  Belgica Regia remains part of Hapsburg Empire. Treaty of Vienna rejoined as United Kingdom of the Netherlands.

Belgian revolution 1830
Division from Netherlands is based on religion. Belgium has a linguistic divide – Flemings in the north, Walloons in the South. 19th century Walloons are dominant (numerically, politically and economically) – creates friction. Tension dissipated through creation of two separate language communities plus bi-lingual Brussels. All local and regional policy now handled by local parliaments – economics, language, education, social services, public works, transport, environment, culture etc.  

Italy
Perfect borders – Alps plus the sea – but no unification until 1860.

Early Italy divided into HRE/Papal States and Byzantine Empire. Then independent city states in the North and South becomes part of Hapsburg (Spanish) Empire – Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. North became rich, cultured, powerful and sophisticated – South remained backward, agricultural, underdeveloped and poor. Spanish land tenure system – latifundia – large estates with absentee landlords and many poor tenants and share croppers. 

Napoleon – Kingdom of Northern Italy. 1815 disolved K of NI but strong push in the north for unification – Mazzini. Program of consolidation – Risorgimento. Organized by Piedmonte with Turin as capital. 1848 Year of Revolutions weakened Hapsburg control of N Italy – 1859 with help of Napoleon III Lombardy joins Piedmonte  - by 1860 added Parma, Modena & Tuscany.Guiseppe Garibaldi – added the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. 

New Italy - chose French centralist constitution – began to eliminate local diversity – especially language. Veneto added in 1866 – Patrimony of St Peter in 1870. Capital moved to Rome. Massive outmigration from South. 
WWI – deal to get Austrian Adriatic (Croatia, Slovenia etc.) but only got Alto-Adige (Sud Tirol) and Istria. 

WWII – program to Italianize Alto-Adige – invaded Albania and Greece. Disaster – occupied by Germany after 1943. 
Post-War Italy - Sud-Tirol – majority German speaking – mass emigration of German-speakers to Austria in 1940s – remaining German speakers rural, traditional, religious – Italian speakers move in urban, secular, modern. Added to Trentino to increase Italian proportion in region – but still permits German language in schools and street-signs/place names. Minor political position – Union fur Sud Tirol 3.6% of regional vote in 1996 – declined since then. 

South vs. North – Mezzigiorno – poor, rural, underdeveloped – large influx of cash from the North – problems with Camorra and Mafia. Subsidies resented by the North. 1980s Lega Lombardia and Lega Nord – asking for secession from Italy as Padania. 1996 elections 35% of vote in North – then linked to Berlusconi and Forze Italia – down to 17% of vote in 2001 and 5% in 2006. Response is Federazione del Sud and Lega d’Azione Meridionale (less than 1% of vote)

