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NTRODUCTION

Since our founding in 2003, the mission of the &ffior Education Policy has been to look at
pressing issues through the lens of academic i@sead disseminate our findings to educators,
policymakers, and other stakeholders around ArlariSaery once in a while, however, we
think it is okay to stray from issue analysis amd@y share somgood newkSo, in this

Arkansas Education Report (AER) we merely aim ghhght excellent performance and give
our congratulations. To that end, we are happygblight the top performing schools around

the state in an annual AER entitled fBatstandingeducationalPerformance Awards.

Over a three month period, tREP Awards will highlight the top performing schools in
Arkansas on the Benchmark exam in math and litei@oy End-Of-Course (EOC) exams in
Algebra, Geometry, Literacy (Grade 11), and Biologlis report will begin by featuring the top
performing elementary and middle schools on Benckiparformance in literacy, math, and
combined test score performance.

After we present our overall snapshot of top penfag schools, we will release subsequent
reports every two weeks focusing on a differentsstiof schools. In section two of tb&EP
Awards AER, we will feature schools that are beatingdtds (that is, schools that have high
percentages of proficient and advanced scoreseoBehchmark exam while serving a high
percentage of low-income students). In the follaywveeks, we will focus on top performing
elementary schools, middle schools, and high sshiadhe various regions across the state.
Finally, we will conclude our report by focusing tive schools with the greatest improvement in
test scores between 2008 and 2009. Our releasdudelis:

Top “Overall” Schools in Arkansas (August 26, 2009)

Beating the Odds — Top Schools Serving Low Incoméulents (September 16, 2009)
Top Elementary Schools by RegioiiSeptember 30, 2009)

Top Middle Schools by Regior(October 14, 2009)

Top High Schools Across ArkansagOctober 28, 2009)

Most Improved Schools between 2008 and 20QRlovember 11, 2009)

Stay tuned over the next six weeks to see whichashn your area are recognized for QEP
Award!



|. OEPAWARDS: TOP“O VERALL ” SCHOOLS IN ARKANSAS BASED ON
PERFORMANCE ON THE BENCHMARK

This section highlights the top performing elemeptnd middle schools across the state based
on the Arkansas Benchmark exam. The Benchmark exaresadministered to students in
grades three through eight in math and literacqpril 2009. Each table presents the top 20
schools for the noted subject and school level,iaclddes the region in which the school is
located, the grades served at the school, andetteeqt of students scoring at the proficient and
advanced levels in 2009.

A. Benchmark Scores in Mathematics, 2009

Table 1: Top 20 Elementary Schools in Arkansas @aseBenchmark Math
Achievement

0,
Grades %

School (District) Reg|orfL Served z(rjc\)/g(;lgggz
1 Vilonia Academy of Technology (Vilonia) CN K-4 100 %
2 Park Magnet School (Hot Springs) CN K-5 99%
3 Mount Pleasant Elementary (Melbourne) NE K-6 99%
4 Eudora Elementary (Lakeside) SE PK-6 97%
5 Skyline Heights Elementary (Harrison) NW K-4 97%
6 Central Park/Morning (Bentonville) NW K-4 96%
7 Pottsville Elementary (Pottsville) NW K-3 96%
8 Woodrow Cummins Elementary (Conway) CN K-4 96%
9 Jim Stone Elementary (Conway) CN K-4 95%
10 Cutter Morning Star (Cutter-Mrg. Star) CN K-6 95%
11 Bellview Elementary (Rogers) NW K-5 95%
12 Ellen Smith Elementary (Conway) CN K-4 95%
13 Salem Elementary (Salem) NE K-5 95%
14 Magness Creek Elementary (Cabot) CN K-4 95%
15 EIm Tree Elementary (Bentonville) NW K-4 94%
16 Arnold Drive Elementary (Pulaski County) CN PK-5 994
17 Vandergriff Elementary (Fayetteville) NW K-5 94%
18 Lakeside Intermediate (Lakeside) CN 2-4 94%
19 Kingston Elementary (Jasper) NW K-6 94%
20 Valley View Elementary (Valley View) NE PK-6 94%

! Schools are divided into five regions in Arkanddsrthwest (NW), Northeast (NE), Central (CN), Souést
(SW), and Southeast (SE).

% Schools are ranked based on the percent of ssigerforming at proficient or advanced levels ia tioted
subject




Table 2: Top 20 Middle Schools in Arkansas BaseBamchmark Math Achievement

0,
Grades %

School (District) Region Served irdo\j;:éigz

1 Vilonia Academy of Service Learning and CN 5-6 96 %
Technology (Vilonia)

2 Umpire High School (Wickes) SW 7-12 93%
3 Ruth Hale Barker Middle (Bentonville) NW 5-6 90%
4  Ruth Doyle Intermediate (Conway) CN 5-6 90%
5 Old High Middle (Bentonville) NW 5-6 90%
6 Pea Ridge Middle (Pea Ridge) NW 7-9 90%
7 East Hills Middle (Greenwood) NW 5-7 90%
8 McNair Middle (Fayetteville) NW 6-7 89%
9 Spring Hill Middle (Bentonville) NW 5-6 89%
10 Lisa Middle (Lisa Academy) CN 6-8 89%
11 Greenbrier Middle (Greenbrier) CN 5-7 88%
12 Parkers Chapel High (Parkers Chapel) SW 7-12 87 %
13 Harrison Middle (Harrison) NW 5-6 87%
14 Mountain View Middle (Mountain View) NE 6-8 86%
15 Cabot Middle School South (Cabot) CN 5-6 86%
16 Swifton Middle (Jackson County) NE 5-7 86%
17 Southwest Middle (Searcy) NE 5-6 86%
18 Kraus Middle (Clarksville) NW 5-6 86%
19 Lakeside Middle (Lakeside) CN 5-7 85%
20 Washington Jr. High (Bentonville) NW 7-8 85%

In addition to the 40 schools recognized here gtweere numerous schools that nearly made the
list in mathematics. In fact, 60 elementary schamld 39 middle schools were within five
percentage points of the 2@8chool. Additionally, 324 out of the 508 elementschools and 113
out of 362 middle schools had at least 75% of sttdscore proficient and advanced.

It is worth noting that many of the schools in tbp 20 serve relatively advantaged student
populations. To illustrate, while roughly 56% oétlstate’s students are eligible for free/reduced
lunch (FRL), around 30% of the students on thenbaphematics lists are eligible for FRL.

Along those lines, the schools on the list do tenlde clustered in the state’s more affluent
regions. Nonetheless, there are schools servingeobrations of disadvantaged students that are
beating the odds and deserve special recognitiothér placement on the list. Two schools,
Eudora Elementary of the Lakeside School Distmat BBmpire High School of the Wickes
School District, each have 100% of students elgfbl free and reduced lunch.




B. Benchmark Scores in Literacy, 2009

Table 3: Top 20 Elementary Schools in Arkansas @aseBenchmark Literacy
Achievement

%

School (District) Region g;?sgg Proficient/
Advanced
1 Park Magnet School (Hot Springs) CN K-5 97%
2 Vilonia Academy of Technology (Vilonia) CN K-4 94%
3 Mount Pleasant Elementary (Melbourne) NE K-6 94%
4 Bellview Elementary (Rogers) NW K-5 93%
5 Arnold Drive Elementary (Pulaski County) CN PK-5 92%
6 Vandergriff Elementary (Fayetteville) NW K-5 91%
7 Jim Stone Elementary (Conway) CN K-4 90%
8 Ellen Smith Elementary (Conway) CN K-4 90%
9 Valley View Elementary (Valley View) NE PK-6 90%
10 Spring Hill Elementary (Spring Hill) SW K-6 89%
11 Elm Tree Elementary (Bentonville) NW K-4 88%
12 Caldwell Elementary (Benton) CN K-5 88%
13 Richland Elementary (West Memphis) NE K-6 87%
14 Salem Elementary (Bryant) CN K-5 87%
15 Magness Creek Elementary (Cabot) CN K-4 87%
16 Westside Elementary (Searcy) NE K-4 87%
17 Pottsville Elementary (Pottsville) NW K-3 87%
18 Bergman Elementary (Bergman) NW K-4 86%
19 London Elementary (Russellville) NW K-4 86%
20 Hector Elementary (Hector) NW K-6 86%




Table 4: Top 20 Middle Schools in Arkansas BaseBeamchmark Literacy Achievement

0,
Grades %

istri [ Proficient/

School (District) Region Served  Rroficient
1 Umpire High School (Wickes) SW 7-12 93%
2 Lisa Middle (Lisa Academy) CN 6-8 93%

Vilonia Academy of Service Learning and

3 Technoloay (Vilonia CN 5-6 92%
4 Woodland Jr. High (Fayetteville) NW 8-9 90%
5 Valley View High (Valley View) NE 7-12 88%
6 Southwest Middle (Searcy) NE 5-6 88%
7 Viola High School (Viola) NE 7-12 87%
8 Harrison Middle (Harrison) NW 5-6 86%
9 Washington Jr. High (Bentonville) NW 7-8 86%
10 McNair Middle (Fayetteville) NW 6-7 86%
11 west Side High (West Side) NE 7-12 85%
12 AnhIf Jr. High (Searcy) NE 7-8 85%
13 Pea Ridge Middle (Pea Ridge) NW 7-9 85%
14 valley Springs Middle (Valley Springs) NW 5-8 85%
15 Lakeside Jr. High (Lakeside) CN 8-9 85%
16 Ruth Doyle Intermediate (Conway) CN 5-6 84%
17 Mountain Home Jr. High (Mountain Home) NW 8-9 84%
18 Vilonia Jr. High (Vilonia) CN 8-9 84%
19 cCalico Rock High (Calico Rock) NE 7-12 84%
20 East Hills Middle (Greenwood) NW 5-7 83%

As was the case in math, there were numerous schiwatl nearly made these lists as well. In
fact, 63 elementary schools and 43 middle schoelewithin five percentage points of thé"20

school. Additionally, 177 out of the 508 elementachools and 107 out of 362 middle schools
had at least 75% of students score proficient alvdraced.

Again, it is also worth noting that many of the sals in the top 20 serve relatively advantaged
student populations. While roughly 56% of thatestastudents are eligible for free/reduced
lunch (FRL), around 30% of the students on thditepacy lists are eligible for FRL. Along
those lines, the schools on this list do tend taolbstered in the state’s more affluent regions.
Nonetheless, several schools serving concentratibdisadvantaged students are beating the
odds and deserve special recognition for theirgstaant on the list. Two schools, Richland
Elementary of the West Memphis School District &lmpire High School of the Wickes School
District, each have 100% of students eligible feefand reduced lunch.




C. Benchmark Scores Combined (Math and Literacy), @09

Table 5: Top 20 Elementary Schools in Arkansas @aseBenchmark Math and
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) Region g;?ssj Proficient/
Advanced
1 Park Magnet (Hot Springs) CN K-5 98%
2 Vilonia Academy of Technology (Vilonia) CN K-4 97%
3 Mount Pleasant Elementary (Melbourne) NE K-6 97%
4 Bellview Elementary (Rogers) NW K-5 94%
5 Arnold Drive Elementary (Pulaski County) CN PK-5 93%
6 Jim Stone Elementary (Conway) CN K-4 93%
7 Vandergriff Elementary (Fayetteville) NW K-5 93%
8 Ellen Smith Elementary (Conway) CN K-4 93%
9 Valley View Elementary (Valley View) NE PK-6 92%
10 Pottsville Elementary (Pottsville) NW K-3 92%
11 EIm Tree Elementary (Bentonville) NW K-4 91%
12 Central Park/Morning (Bentonville) NW K-4 91%
13 Magness Creek Elementary (Cabot) CN K-4 91%
14 Skyline Heights Elementary (Harrison) NW K-4 91%
15 Richland Elementary (West Memphis) NE K-6 90%
16 Caldwell Elementary (Benton) CN K-5 90%
17 Woodrow Cummins Elementary (Conway) CN K-4 90%
18 Salem Elementary (Bryant) CN K-5 90%
19 Lakeside Intermediate (Lakeside) CN 2-4 90%
20 Westside Elementary (Searcy) NE K-4 90%




Table 6: Top 20 Middle Schools in Arkansas Baselath and Literacy Achievement

0,
Grades %

istri i Proficient/
School (District) Region Served Hroficient
Vilonia Academy of Service Learning and

1 Technology (Vilonia) CN 5-6 94%
2 Umpire High (Wickes) SW 7-12 93%
3 Lisa Middle (Lisa Academy) CN 6-8 91%
4 Pea Ridge Middle (Pea Ridge) NW 7-9 87%
S McNair Middle (Fayetteville) NW 6-7 87%
6 Ruth Doyle Intermediate (Conway) CN 5-6 87%
7 Southwest Middle (Searcy) NE 5-6 87%
8 East Hills Middle (Greenwood) NW 5-7 87%
9 Woodland Jr. High (Fayetteville) NW 8-9 87%
10 Ruth Hale Barker Middle (Bentonville) NW 5-6 86%
11 Harrison Middle (Harrison) NW 5-6 86%
12 Old High Middle (Bentonville) NW 5-6 86%
13 Washington Jr. High (Bentonville) NW 7-8 85%
14 Spring Hill Middle (Bentonville) NW 5-6 85%
15 valley View High (Valley View) NE 7-12 85%
16 Valley Springs Middle (Valley Springs) NW 5-8 84%
17 Cabot Middle South (Cabot) CN 5-6 84%
18 Cabot Middle North (Cabot) CN 5-6 84%
19 Mountain View Middle (Mountain View) NE 6-8 83%
20 Lakeside Middle (Lakeside) CN 6-8 83%

In addition to the 40 schools recognized here, swehools nearly made the list in both math
and literacy. In fact, 52 elementary schools andngfdle schools were within five percentage
points of the 28 school. Additionally, 252 out of the 508 elemegtschools and 106 out of 362
middle schools had at least 75% of students scofecignt and advanced.

As was the case in math and literacy, many of thedals in the top 20 serve relatively
advantaged student populations. Roughly 56% ofdtadie’s students are eligible for
free/reduced lunch (FRL), while around 30% of thalents on the top combined lists are
eligible for FRL. Again, these schools do tend ¢ochustered in the state’s more affluent regions.
Nonetheless, there are schools serving concentsatibdisadvantaged students that are beating
the odds and deserve special recognition for fflacement on the list. All of the students at
Richland Elementary of the West Memphis Schoolrizisand Umpire High School of the
Wickes School District are eligible for FRL. To hlgyht similar schools, the next section will
focus on high-performing schools that serve a Igagulation of low-income students.




II. OEPAWARDS: BEATING THE ODDS—TOP SCHOOLS SERVING
L OW-INCOME STUDENTS

This section highlights the top performing “highweoty” elementary and middle schools across
the state based on the Arkansas Benchmark exanBéiehmark exams were administered to
students in grades three through eight in matHhigerdcy in April 2009. For the purpose of this
report, a school is classified as high-povertyt iieast two-thirds (66%) of the students were
eligible for the Free or Reduced Lunch (FRL) progia the 2008-09 year. Each table presents
the top 20 high-poverty schools for the noted stttaad school level and includes the percent of
students eligible for FRL, the region in which 8w@hool is located, the grades served at the
school, and the percent of students scoring gbithigcient and advanced levels in 20009.

A. Benchmark Scores in Mathematics, 2009

Table 7: Top 20 Elementary “High-Poverty” SchooisArkansas Based on Benchmark
Math Achievement

%

School (District) F(:QL Regior’ gg’:\?gj Proficient/
Advanced'
1 Eudora Elementary (Lakeside) 100 SE PK-6 97
2 Kingston Elementary (Jasper) 66 NW K-6 94
3 Woodland Heights Elementary (Harrison 69 NW K-4 94
4 Richland Elementary (West Memphis) 100 NE K-6 93
5 Eagle Heights Elementary (Harrison) 76 NW K-4 92
6 SC Tucker Elementary (Danville) 77 NW K-5 92
7 Hamburg Lower Elementary (Hamburg) 100 SE PK-3 92
8 Oakland Heights Elementary (Russellville) 75 NW K-4 92
9 Leslie Elementary (Searcy County) 83 NW K-6 91
10 Cowsert Elementary (Clinton) 66 NW K-3 91
11 Tuckerman Elementary (Jackson County 66 NE K-4 91
12 Bragg Elementary (West Memphis) 100 NE K-6 90
13 Cherokee Elementary (Highland) 66 NE K-4 90
14 Midland Elementary (Midland) 67 NE K-6 90
15 Amanda Gist Elementary (Cotter) 66 NW K-6 89
16 Acorn Elementary (Ouachita River) 74 SW K-6 88
17 Lucilia Wood Elementary (Marvell) 99 SE PK-6 88
18 Cross County Primary (Cross County) 78 NE K-3 88
19 Nemo Vista Elementary (Nemo Vista) 69 NW K-6 88
20 Ola Elementary (Two Rivers) 79 NW K-6 87

% Schools are divided into five regions in Arkanddsrthwest (NW), Northeast (NE), Central (CN), Souest
(SW), and Southeast (SE).

* Schools are ranked based on the percent of ssigerforming at proficient or advanced levels ia tioted
subject




All schools on this list served a student populatdhere at least two-thirds of the students were
eligible for free or reduced priced lunches (FRQh)2008-09, approximately 40% of the state’s
elementary schools (201 of 508) served studentlptipns facing this level of economic
disadvantage. While roughly 56% of the state’s astiisl were eligible for FRL, the schools in the
top 20 list above served more disadvantaged papostwith 79% of the students in these
schools eligible for FRL. Along with these top 2theols, many other schools are beating the
odds. In fact, 89 out of the 201 high-poverty elatagy schools in the state had 75% of students
score proficient or advanced. Several of thesedstare not only among the highest achieving
schools serving disadvantaged student populatmrisare also among the highest performing
schools in the state. Two schools deserve spagabnition: Eudora Elementary of the Lakeside
School District was fourth out of allementary schools in overall math scores and $torg
Elementary of the Jasper School District wa%.19

Table 8: Top 20 Middle “High-Poverty” Schools inkemsas Based on Benchmark Math
Achievement

%

School (District) F(:/?OL Region g;?sgj Proficient/
Advanced
1 Umpire High (Wickes) 100 SW 7-12 93
2 Swifton Middle (Jackson County) 70 NE 5-7 86
3 Wilson Intermediate (Malvern) 66 CN 5-6 82
4 Central Elementary (Trumann) 69 NE 5-6 82
5 J.D. Leftwich High (Magazine) 68 NW 6-12 81
6 Green Forest Intermediate (Green Forest) 74 NW 4-7 80
7 Norfork High (Norfork) 67 NW 7-12 79
8 DeQueen Middle (DeQueen) 73 SW 6-9 78
9 Acorn High (Ouchita River) 69 SW 7-12 76
10 Marshall High (Searcy County) 69 NW 7-12 76
11 Caddo Hills High (Caddo Hills) 71 SW 7-12 75
12 West Junior (West Memphis) 100 NE 7-9 74
13 KIPP: Delta College (KIPP Delta College Pre 87 SE 5-8 74
14 Warren Middle (Warren) 73 SE 6-8 72
15 Central Middle (Van Buren) 67 NW 5-6 70
16 Wickes High (Wickes) 100 SwW 7-12 70
17 Sloan-Hendrix Middle (Sloan-Hendrix) 70 NE 5-7 70
18 Hazen Elementary (Hazen) 68 SE PK-8 69
19 Cabe Middle (Gurdon) 72 SW 5-8 68
20 Riverview Jr. High (Riverview) 74 NE 7-8 67

In 2008-09, approximately 30% of the state’s midstirools (98 of 362) served student
populations in which at least two-thirds of thedsnts were economically disadvantaged. While
roughly 56% of the state’s students are eligibteHRL, the schools in the top 20 list above
served more disadvantaged student populations, A& of the students in these schools




eligible for FRL. Along with these top 20 schoatsany other schools are beating the odds. In
fact, 12 other schools boasted math achievemeelslaithin five percentage points of theé™20
school. Several of these schools are not only arttengighest achieving schools serving
disadvantaged student populations, but are alsmgtie highest performing schools in the
state. Two schools deserve special recognition: ittniigh of the Wickes School District was
second out of alniddle schools in overall math scores and Swifthddle of the Jackson
County School District was 16

We have been highlighting these schools basedeadhool-wide average. However, there are
several grade levels within schools that standaugxceptional performance. The next table
will highlight the top grades in the high-poverghsols across the state.

Table 9: Top 3 Grades in “High-Poverty” SchoolsAnkansas Based on Benchmark
Math Achievement

%

School (District) F(:/QOL Region gg’:ssj Proficient/
Advanced
37 Grade
1 Acorn Elementary (Ouachita River) 74 SW K-6 100
2 Portland Elementary (Hamburg) 100 SE PK-6 100
3 Deer Elementary (Deer/Mt. Judea) 73 NW K-6 100
4" Grade
1 Leslie Elementary (Searcy County) 83 NW K-6 100
2 Richland Elementary (West Memphis) 100 NE K-6 98
3 Wedlock Elementary (West Memphis) 100 NE K-6 95
5" Grade
1 Midland Elementary (Midland) 67 NE K-6 94
2 Leslie Elementary (Searcy County) 83 NW K-6 93
3 Richland Elementary (West Memphis) 100 NE K-6 90
6" Grade
1 Kingston Elementary (Jasper) 66 NW K-6 100
2 Amanda Gist Elementary (Cotter) 66 NW K-6 98
3 Western Yell County Elementary (Western Yell Co.) 5 7 NW K-6 95
7" Grade
1 KIPP: Delta College (KIPP: Delta College Prep) 87 ES 58 94
2 Green Forest Intermediate (Green Forest) 74 NW 4-7 87
3 J.D. Leftwich High (Magazine) 68 NW 6-12 86
8" Grade
1 Umpire High (Wickes) 100 SW 7-12 93
2 Norfork High (Norfork) 67 NW 7-12 86

3 St. Joe High (Ozark Mountain) 73 NW 7-12 77




B. Benchmark Scores in Literacy, 2009

Table 10: Top 20 Elementary “High-Poverty” SchooisArkansas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

0,
% Grades /0

School (District) ERL Region Served Proficient/
Advanced
1 Richland Elementary (West Memphis) 100 NE K-6 87
2 Hector Elementary (Hector) 75 NW K-6 86
3 Leslie Elementary (Searcy County) 83 NW K-6 86
4 Portland Elementary (Hamburg) 100 SE PK-6 86
5 Arrie Goforth Elementary (Norfork) 78 NW K-6 85
6 Hamburg Lower Elementary (Hamburg) 100 SE PK-3 85
7 Kingston Elementary (Jasper) 66 NW K-6 85
8 SC Tucker Elementary (Danville) 77 NW K-5 83
9 Cowsert Elementary (Clinton) 66 NW K-3 83
10 Eagle Heights Elementary (Harrison) 76 NW K-4 82
11 Bradford Elementary (Bradford) 70 NE K-6 81
12 Acorn Elementary (Ouachita River) 74 SW K-6 80
13 Woodrow Wilson Elementary (Paragould) 66 NE K-4 79
14 Judsonia Elementary (Riverview) 72 NE K-6 79
15 Tuckerman Elementary (Jackson County) 66 NE K-4 79
16 Cavanaugh Elementary (Fort Smith) 72 NW K-6 78
17 Drew Central Elementary (Drew Central) 78 SE K-4 78
18 Marshall Elementary (Searcy County) 71 NW K-6 78
19 Harrisburg Elementary (Harrisburg) 77 NE K-4 78
20 Cherokee Elementary (Highland) 66 NE K-4 78

All schools on this list served a student populatdhere at least two-thirds of the students were
eligible for free or reduced priced lunches (FRh)2008-09, approximately 40% of the state’s
elementary schools (201 of 508) served studentlptipns facing this level of economic
disadvantage. While roughly 56% of the state’s atdsl were eligible for FRL, the schools in the
top 20 list above served more disadvantaged stymgmilations, with 77% of the students in
these schools eligible for FRL. Along with thesp &) schools, many other schools are beating
the odds. In fact, 17 other high-poverty elemensatyools boasted literacy achievement levels
within five percentage points of the"6chool. Several of these schools are not only gnttos
highest achieving schools serving disadvantagetestypopulations, but are also among the
highest performing schools in the state. Two schdekerve special recognition: Richland
Elementary of the West Memphis School District was out of allelementary schools in

overall literacy scores and Hector Elementary efiector School District was 90




Table 11: Top 20 Middle “High-Poverty” Schools imkansas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) F(yROL Region (853323 Proficient/
Advanced

1 Umpire High (Wickes) 100 SW 7-12 93
2 Acorn High (Ouachita River) 69 SW 7-12 81
3 West Junior High (West Memphis) 100 NE 7-9 79
4  Norfork High (Norfork) 67 NW 7-12 77
5 J.D. Leftwich High (Magazine) 68 NW 6-12 77
6 Wickes High (Wickes) 100 SW 7-12 75
7 Cabe Middle (Gurdon) 72 SW 5-8 73
8 Marshall High (Searcy County) 69 NW 7-12 72
9 Lead Hill High (Lead Hill) 68 NW 7-12 72
10 Caddo Hills High (Caddo Hills) 71 SW 7-12 72
11 Riverview Jr. High (Riverview) 74 NE 7-8 71
12 Timbo High (Mountain View) 66 NE 7-12 70
13 KIPP: Delta College (KIPP: Delta College Pre 87 SE 5-8 70
14 DeQueen Middle (DeQueen) 73 SW 6-9 70
15 Central Elementary (Trumann) 69 NE 5-6 70
16 Izard Co. Middle (Izard Co. Consolidated) 68 NE 5-8 69
17 Cross County High (Cross County) 69 NE 7-12 69
18 Westside High (Westside) 100 NW 7-12 69
19 Hamburg Jr. High (Hamburg) 100 SE 7-9 68
20 Western Yell County High (Western Yell Co.) 70 NW  -17 68

All schools on this list served a student populatdhere at least two-thirds of the students were
eligible for free or reduced priced lunches (FRQh)2009-09, approximately 30% of the state’s
middle schools (98 of 362) served student populatiacing this level of economic
disadvantage. While roughly 56% of that state’slstus were eligible for FRL, the schools in
the top 20 list above served more disadvantagetkstypopulations, with 78% of the students in
these schools eligible for FRL. Several of theg@poverty middle schools are not only among
the highest achieving schools serving disadvantagetent populations, but are also among the
highest performing schools in the state. One sctlesérves special recognition: Umpire High of
the Wickes School District was first out of aliddle schools in overall literacy scores.

We have been highlighting these schools basedeadhool-wide average. However, there are
several grade levels within schools that standaugxceptional performance. The next table
will highlight the top grades in high-poverty schoacross the state.




Table 12: Top 3 Grades in “High-Poverty” SchoolsAnkansas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

%

0,
Grades /0

School (District) ERL Region Served Proficient/
Advanced
3 Grade
1 Deer Elementary (Deer/Mt. Judea) 73 NW K-6 95
2 Judsonia Elementary (Riverview) 72 NE K-6 91
3 Richland Elementary (West Memphis) 100 NE K-6 90
4" Grade
1 Arrie Goforth Elementary (Norfork) 78 NW K-6 100
2 Leslie Elementary (Searcy County) 83 NW K-6 96
3 Richland Elementary (West Memphis) 100 NE K-6 95
5" Grade
1 Marshall Elementary (Searcy County) 71 NW K-6 92
2 Oden Maddox Elementary (Ouachita River) 81 SW K-6 109
3 Arrie Goforth Elementary (Norfork) 78 NW K-6 88
6" Grade
1 Kingston Elementary (Jasper) 66 NW K-6 94
2 Leslie Elementary (Searcy County) 83 NW K-6 89
3 Black Rock Elementary (Lawrence County) 73 NW K-6 38
7" Grade
1 Acorn High (Ouachita River) 69 SW 7-12 88
2 West Junior High (West Memphis) 100 NE 7-9 76
3 KIPP: Delta College (KIPP: Delta College Prep) 87 E S 5-8 72
8" Grade
1 Umpire High (Wickes) 100 SW 7-12 93
2 Norfork High (Norfork) 67 NW 7-12 92
3 Cabe Middle (Gurdon) 72 SW 5-8 88

The first two sections of this report focused dreldmentary and middle schools across the state
based on the Arkansas Benchmark exams. In thenfioigpsections, we will take a closer look at
these schools. First, we will highlight top elenamgtschools in each region of Arkansas, and
focus on middle schools in each region in the foilg section.



lIl. OEPAWARDS: TOP ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS BY REGION

This section highlights the top performing elemensrhools (and grades within schools) by
region based on the Arkansas Benchmark exam. ThehBgark exams were administered to
students in grades three through eight in matHigerdcy in April 2009. Each table presents the
top schools for the noted subject and region, aoldides the grades served at the school and the
percent of students scoring at the proficient ashchaced levels in 2009.
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Table 13: Top 5 Elementary Schools in NorthwesaAsks Based on Benchmark Math
Achievement

0,
Grades %

School (District) Proficient/
Served
Advanced
1 Skyline Heights Elementary (Harrison) K-4 97
2 Central Park at Morning Star (Bentonville) K-4 96
3 Pottsville Elementary (Pottsville) K-3 96
4 Bellview Elementary (Rogers) K-5 95
5 EIm Tree Elementary (Bentonville) K-4 94

Table 14: Top 3 Schools by Grade LeMial Northwest Arkansas Based on Benchmark
Math Achievement

%

School (District) Grades Proficient/
Served
Advanced
3% Grade
1 Deer Elementary (Deer/Mt. Judea) K-6 100
2 Jasper Elementary (Jasper) K-6 100
3 Skyline Heights Elementary (Harrison) K-4 97
4" Grade
1 Leslie Elementary (Searcy County) K-6 100
2 Central Park at Morning Star (Bentonville) K-4 97
3 Skyline Heights (Harrison) K-4 96
5" Grade
1 Bellview Elementary (Rogers) K-5 95
2 Vandergriff Elementary (Fayetteville) K-5 94

® In this section, we highlight the top performin@de levels for grades three through five in eagfion. We did
not distinguish between elementary or middle scHoat simply highlight the top grade levels overaherefore, a
middle school may be listed if it includes onelodte grades. The next section will cover gradethsiugh eight.




3 Pea Ridge Elementary (Pea Ridge) K-6 94

Table 15: Top 5 Elementary Schools in NorthwekbAsas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) g(ra?ssg Proficient/

Advanced
1 Bellview Elementary (Rogers) K-5 93
2 Vandergriff Elementary (Fayetteville) K-5 91
3 Elm Tree Elementary (Bentonville) K-4 88
4 Pottsville Elementary (Pottsville) K-3 87
5 Bergman Elementary (Bergman) K-4 86

Table 16: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in Northwelsansas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) Grades Proficient/
Served
Advanced
3" Grade
1 Deer Elementary (Deer/Mt. Judea) K-6 95
2 Bellview Elementary (Rogers) K-5 92
3 Vandergriff Elementary (Fayetteville) K-5 91
4" Grade
1 Norfork Elementary (Norfork) K-6 100
2 Bellview Elementary (Rogers) K-5 97
3 Leslie Elementary (Searcy County) K-6 96
5" Grade
1 Marshall Elementary (Searcy County) K-6 92
2 Vandergriff Elementary (Fayetteville) K-5 90

3 Bellview (Rogers) K-5 89
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B. Northeast Region, 2009

Table 17: Top 5 Elementary Schools in NortheastAslas Based on Benchmark Math
Achievement

%

School (District) g;?ggj Proficient/

Advanced
1 Mount Pleasant Elementary (Melbourne) K-6 99

2 Salem Elementary (Salem) K-6 95
3 Valley View Elementary (Valley View) PK-6 94
4 Richland Elementary (West Memphis) K-6 93
S5 Westside Elementary (Searcy) K-4 93

Table 18: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in North@akansas Based on Benchmark
Math Achievement

Grades

%

School (District) Proficient/
Served
Advanced
3% Grade
1 Mount Pleasant Elementary (Melbourne) K-6 100
2 Buffalo Island Central West Elementary (Buffalcaist) PK-6 100
3 Bragg Elementary (West Memphis) K-6 98
4" Grade
1 Mount Pleasant Elementary (Melbourne) K-6 100
2 Buffalo Island Central (Buffalo Island) PK-6 100
3 Richland Elementary (West Memphis) K-6 98
5" Grade
1 Mount Pleasant Elementary (Melbourne) K-6 96
2 Salem Elementary (Salem) K-6 96
3 Valley View Elementary (Valley View) PK-6 94




Table 19: Top 5 Elementary Schools in NortheakbAsas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) g;?sgg Proficient/

Advanced
1 Mount Pleasant Elementary (Melbourne) K-6 94
2 Valley View Elementary (Valley View) PK-6 90
3 Richland Elementary (West Memphis) K-6 87
4  Westside Elementary (Searcy) K-4 87
5 Viola Elementary (Viola) K-6 84

Table 20: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in North@akansas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

0,
Grades /0

School (District) S Proficient/
erved
Advanced
3" Grade
1 Judsonia Elementary (Riverview) K-6 91
2 Valley View Elementary (Valley View) PK-6 90
3 Richland Elementary (West Memphis) K-6 90
4™ Grade
1 Richland Elementary (West Memphis) K-6 95
2 Mount Pleasant Elementary (Melbourne) K-6 95
3 Cushman Elementary (Cushman) K-6 94
5" Grade
1 Mount Pleasant Elementary (Melbourne) K-6 95
2 Valley View Elementary (Valley View) PK-6 93

3 Viola Elementary (Viola) K-6 89




i c. Central Region, 2009

Table 21. Top 5 Elementary Schools in Central Ages Based on Benchmark Math
Achievement

0,
Grades %

School (District) Served Proficient/

Advanced
1 Vilonia Academy of Technology (Vilonia) 2-4 100
2 Park Magnet School (Hot Springs) K-5 99
3 Woodrow Cummins Elementary (Conway) K-4 95
4 Jim Stone Elementary (Conway) K-4 95
5 Cutter Morning Star (Cutter Morning Star) K-6 95

Table 22: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in Ceririansas Based on Benchmark Math
Achievement

0
Grades %

School (District) Proficient/
Served
Advanced
3% Grade
1 Park Magnet School (Hot Springs) K-5 100
2 Paron Elementary (Bryant) K-5 100
3 Lisa Academy NLR Middle (Lisa Academy) K-8 100
4  Vilonia Academy of Technology (Vilonia) 2-4 100
5 Magness Creek Elementary (Cabot) K-4 100
4™ Grade
1 Park Magnet School (Hot Springs) K-5 100
2 Vilonia Academy of Technology (Vilonia) 2-4 100
3  Cutter Morning Star (Cutter-Morning Star) K-6 100
5" Grade
1 Park Magnet School (Hot Springs) K-5 97
2 Academy of Service and Technology (Vilonia) 5-6 96
3 Salem Elementary (Bryant) K-5 95




Table 23: Top 5 Elementary Schools in Central Ages Based on Benchmark Literacy
Achievement

%

School (District) g;?ssj Proficient/

Advanced
1 Park Magnet (Hot Springs) K-5 97
2 Vilonia Academy of Technology (Vilonia) 2-4 94
3 Arnold Drive Elementary (Pulaski County) PK-5 92
4 Jim Stone Elementary (Conway) K-4 90
5 Ellen Smith Elementary (Conway) K-4 90

Table 24: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in Cerfireansas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) Grades Proficient/
Served
Advanced
3% Grade
1 Lisa Academy NLR Middle (Lisa Academy) K-8 96
2 Park Magnet (Hot Springs) K-5 93
3 Collegeville Elementary (Bryant) K-5 92
4" Grade
1 Park Magnet (Hot Springs) K-5 100
2 Vilonia Academy of Technology (Vilonia) 2-4 100
3 Arnold Drive Elementary (Pulaski County) PK-5 97
5" Grade
1 Park Magnet (Hot Springs) K-5 100
2 Paron Elementary (Bryant) K-5 100
3 Academy of Service and Technology (Vilonia) 5-6 96




Table 25: Top 5 Elementary Schools in Southwdsifsas Based on Benchmark Math

D. Southwest Region, 2009

Achievement

Grades

%

School (District) Served Z:;)\I:If:re]té
1 Central Primary (Arkadelphia) 2-3 92
2 College Hill Elementary (Texarkana) K-4 92
3 Parkers Chapel Elementary (Parkers Chapel) K-6 92
4 Acorn Elementary (Ouachita River) K-6 88
5  Spring Hill Elementary (Spring Hill) K-6 88

Table 26: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in Southivdmnsas Based on Benchmark

Math Achievement

Grades

%

School (District) Proficient/
Served
Advanced
3% Grade
1 Acorn Elementary (Ouachita River) K-6 100
2 Emerson Elementary (Emerson-Taylor) K-6 100
3  Winthrop Elementary (Horatio) K-6 100
4™ Grade
1 Umpire Elementary (Wickes) PK-6 93
2 Winthrop Elementary (Horatio) K-6 92
3 Spring Hill Elementary (Spring Hill) K-6 92
5" Grade
1 Parkers Chapel Elementary (Parkers Chapel) K-6 98
2 Jo Ann Walters Elementary (Dierks) K-6 85
3 Delight Elementary (Delight) K-6 84




Table 27: Top 5 Elementary Schools in Southwdsiisas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) g::ssj Proficient/

Advanced
1 Spring Hill Elementary (Spring Hill) K-6 89
2 College Hill Elementary (Texarkana) K-4 85
3 Parkers Chapel Elementary (Parkers Chapel) K-6 84
4  Acorn Elementary (Ouachita River) K-6 80
5 Kirby Elementary (Kirby) K-6 80

Table 28: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in Southivdmnsas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) (Sarades Proficient/
erved
Advanced
3" Grade
1 Spring Hill Elementary (Spring Hill) K-6 98
2 Wickes Elementary (Wickes) PK-6 90
3 Delight Elementary (Delight) K-6 88
4™ Grade
1 Parkers Chapel Elementary (Parkers Chapel) K-6 93
2 Umpire Elementary (Wickes) PK-6 93
3 Kirby Elementary (Kirby) K-6 89
5" Grade
1 Emerson Elementary (Emerson-Taylor) K-6 92
2 Oden Maddox Elementary (Ouachita River) K-6 91

3 Jo Ann Walters Elementary (Dierks) K-6 85




5 )
NW [ NE

i S“fé E. Southeast Region, 2009

Table 29: Top 5 Elementary Schools in Southedstfsas Based on Benchmark Math
Achievement

%

School (District) (55;?323 Proficient/

Advanced
1 Eudora Elementary (Lakeside) PK-3 97
2 Noble Lower Elementary (Hamburg) PK-3 92
3 Lucilia Wood Elementary (Marvell) PK-3 88
4 Drew Central Elementary (Drew Central) K-4 87
5 Portland Elementary (Hamburg) PK-6 86

Table 30: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in South®dsnsas Based on Benchmark
Math Achievement

0,
Grades %

School (District) Proficient/
Served
Advanced
3% Grade
1 Portland Elementary (Hamburg) PK-6 100
2 Eudora Elementary (Lakeside) PK-3 97
3 Des Arc Elementary (Des Arc) PK-6 93
4™ Grade
1 Allbritton Upper Elementary (Hamburg) 4-6 93
2 Des Arc Elementary (Des Arc) PK-6 88
3 Partee Elementary (Brinkley) K-6 83
5" Grade
1 West Side Elementary (Helena/W. Helena) 1-6 86
2 Hermitage Elementary (Hermitage) PK-5 79
3 Drew Central Middle (Drew Central) 5-7 79




Table 31: Top 5 Elementary Schools in Southedsasas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) g;?sgg Proficient/

Advanced
1 Portland Elementary (Hamburg) PK-6 86
2 Noble Lower Elementary (Hamburg) PK-3 85
3 Drew Central Elementary (Drew Central) K-4 78
4  Kingsland Elementary (Cleveland County) K-6 77
5  Allbritton Upper Elementary (Hamburg) 4-6 77

Table 32: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in Sowth&ekansas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) (Sarades Proficient/
erved
Advanced
3" Grade
1 Portland Elementary (Hamburg) PK-6 88
2 Kingsland Elementary (Cleveland County) K-6 86
3 Noble Lower Elementary (Hamburg) PK-3 85
4™ Grade
1 Portland Elementary (Hamburg) PK-6 90
2  Allbritton Upper Elementary (Hamburg) 4-6 86
3 Monticello Intermediate (Monticello) 3-5 82
5" Grade
1 Portland Elementary (Hamburg) PK-6 82
2 Allbritton Upper Elementary (Hamburg) 4-6 77
3 Kingsland Elementary (Cleveland County) K-6 71

In every region, there is considerable overlap betwthe top five performing schools in math
and literacy. In fact, the Northeast and Southwegions had a total of six different schools on
the two lists, while the other regions’ lists cantaeven different schools. The Northwest and
Central regions have more students performingatgient or advanced levels; they also have a
much lower percentage of students receiving freeduced price lunches (FRL). The top
schools from the Northwest region had an avera@b% FRL; similarly, the schools in the
Central region had an average of 35% FRL. In commpay the top schools in the Northeast and
Southwest regions both had an average of 51% F&ftticBlarly noteworthy, is the level of
performance for top schools in the Southeast regitio serve an average student population of
94% FRL.

In the next section, we will focus on the samedextn middle schools in each region. We will
highlight top performing middle schools, as wellgrade levels within schools for grades six
through eight.




V. OEPAWARDS: TOPMIDDLE SCHOOLS BY REGION

This section highlights the top performing middéagols (and grades within schools) by region
based on the Arkansas Benchmark exam. The Bencherarks were administered to students
in grades three through eight in math and liteiacqpril 2009. Each table presents the top
schools for the noted subject and region, and deduhe grades served at the school and the
percent of students scoring at the proficient ashchaced levels in 2009.
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Table 33: Top 5 Middle Schools in NW Arkansas BaseBenchmark Math
Achievement

0,
Grades %

School (District) Proficient/
Served
Advanced
1 Ruth Hale Barker Middle (Bentonville) 5-6 90
2 Old High Middle (Bentonville) 5-6 90
3 Pea Ridge Middle (Pea Ridge) 7-9 90
4 East Hills Middle (Greenwood) 5-7 90
5 McNair Middle (Fayetteville) 6-7 89

Table 34: Top 3 Schools by Grade LéwelNorthwest Arkansas Based on Benchmark
Math Achievement

0,
Grades %

School (District) S Proficient/
erved
Advanced
6™ Grade
1 Kingston Elementary (Jasper) K-6 100
2 Amanda Gist Elementary (Cotter) K-6 98
3 Pea Ridge Middle (Pea Ridge) 7-9 97
7" Grade
1 Pea Ridge Middle (Pea Ridge) 7-9 92
2 Valley Springs Middle (Valley Springs) 5-8 92
3 Washington Jr. High (Bentonville) 7-8 88
8" Grade
1 Benton County School of Arts (Benton County) K-8 89
2 Norfork High (Norfork) 7-12 86
3 Woodland Jr. High (Fayetteville) 8-9 83

® In this section, we highlight the top performingde levels for grades six through eight in eagiore We did not
distinguish between elementary or middle schodl sbaply highlight the top grade levels overall.€Féfore, an
elementary school may be listed if it includes ohthese grades.




Table 35: Top 5 Middle Schools in Northwest ArleanBased on Benchmark Literacy
Achievement

%

School (District) g::ssj Proficient/

Advanced
1 Woodland Jr. High (Fayetteville) 8-9 90
2 Harrison Middle (Harrison) 5-6 86
3 Washington Jr. High (Bentonville) 7-8 86
4 McNair Middle (Fayetteville) 6-7 86
5 Pea Ridge Middle (Pea Ridge ) 7-9 85

Table 36: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in Northwekansas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) (Sarades Proficient/
erved
Advanced
6" Grade
1 Kingston Elementary (Jasper) K-6 94
2 Leslie Elementary (Searcy County) K-6 89
3 Cook Elementary (Fort Smith) K-6 89
7" Grade
1 Benton County School of Arts (Benton County) K-8 96
2 Valley Springs Middle (Valley Springs) 5-8 93
3 Alpena High School (Alpena) 7-12 85
8" Grade
1 Benton County School of Arts (Benton County) K-8 010
2 Norfork High (Norfork) 7-12 92

3 Washington Jr. High (Bentonville) 7-8 90
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B. Northeast Region, 2009

Table 37: Top 5 Middle Schools in Northeast ArkanBased on Benchmark Math
Achievement

0,
Grades %

School (District) Served Proficient/

Advanced
1 Mountain View Middle (Mountain View) 6-8 86

2 Southwest Middle (Searcy) 5-6 86
3 Swifton Middle (Jackson County) 5-7 86
4 Highland Middle (Highland) 5-7 85
5 Tuckerman High (Jackson County) 8-12 84

Table 38: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in North@akansas Based on Benchmark
Math Achievement

0,
Grades %

School (District) Proficient/
Served
Advanced
6" Grade
1 Mount Pleasant Elementary (Melbourne) K-6 100
2 Calico Rock Elementary (Calico Rock) K-6 100
3 Rural Special Elementary (Mountain View) K-6 100
7" Grade
1 Calico Rock High (Calico Rock) 7-12 93
2 Viola High (Viola) 7-12 88
3 Valley View High (Valley View) 7-12 86
8" Grade
1 Tuckerman High (Jackson County) 8-12 84
2 Mountain View Middle (Mountain View) 6-8 83
3 Heber Springs Middle (Heber Springs) 6-8 82




Table 39: Top 5 Middle Schools in Northeast ArkkanBased on Benchmark Literacy
Achievement

%

School (District) g;?sgg Proficient/

Advanced
1 \Valley View High (Valley View) 7-12 88
2 Southwest Middle (Searcy) 5-6 88
3 Viola High (Viola) 7-12 87
4 West Side High (West Side) 7-12 85
5 AhIf Jr. High (Searcy) 7-8 85

Table 40: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in North@akansas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) (Sarades Proficient/
erved
Advanced
6" Grade
1 Mount Pleasant (Melbourne) K-6 100
2 Buffalo Island Central West (Buffalo Island) PK-6 89
3 Calico Rock Elementary (Calico Rock) K-6 89
7" Grade
1 Viola High (Viola) 7-12 88
2 Valley View High (Valley View) 7-12 84
3 West Side High (West Side) 7-12 84
8" Grade
1 Valley View High (Valley View) 7-12 91
2 AhIf Jr. High (Searcy) 7-8 91

3 Rural Special High (Mountain View) 7-12 91




i c. Central Region, 2009

Table 41. Top 5 Middle Schools in Central ArkanBased on Benchmark Math
Achievement

0,
Grades %

istri Proficient/

School (District) Served Froficient
1 Academy of Service and Technology (Vilonia) 5-6 96
2 Ruth Doyle Intermediate (Conway) 5-6 90
3 Lisa Middle (Lisa Academy) 6-8 89
4 Greenbrier Middle (Greenbrier) S-7 88
5 Cabot Middle South (Cabot) 5-6 86

Table 42: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in Ceririansas Based on Benchmark Math
Achievement

0
Grades %

School (District) Proficient/
Served
Advanced
6™ Grade
1 Academy of Service and Technology (Vilonia) 5-6 96
2 Lisa Middle (Lisa Academy) 6-8 95
3 Ruth Doyle Intermediate (Conway) 5-6 94
7" Grade
1 Lisa Middle (Lisa Academy) 6-8 93
2 Bismarck Middle (Bismarck) 5-8 91
3 Greenbrier Middle (Greenbrier) 5-7 84
8" Grade
1 Bethel Middle (Bryant) 6-8 82
2 Lakeside Jr. High (Lakeside) 8-9 81
3 Carl Stuart Middle (Conway) 7-8 80




Table 43: Top 5 Middle Schools in Central ArkanBased on Benchmark Literacy
Achievement

%

School (District) g;?ssj Proficient/

Advanced
1 Lisa Middle (Lisa Academy) 6-8 93
2 Academy of Service and Technology (Vilonia) 5-6 92
3 Lakeside Jr. High (Lakeside) 8-9 85
4 Ruth Doyle Intermediate (Conway) 5-6 84
5 Vilonia Jr. High (Vilonia) 8-9 84

Table 44: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in Ceririansas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) Grades Proficient/
Served
Advanced
6™ Grade
1 Lisa Middle (Lisa Academy) 6-8 93
2 Academy of Service and Technology (Vilonia) 5-6 87
3 Moody Elementary (White Hall) K-6 87
7" Grade
1 Lisa Middle (Lisa Academy) 6-8 94
2 Academics Plus (Academics Plus) 3-8 91
3 Lakeside Middle (Lakeside) 6-8 83
8" Grade
1 Lisa Middle (Lisa Academy) 6-8 90
2 Redfield Jr. High (White Hall) 7-9 90
3 Academics Plus (Academics Plus) 3-8 88




D. Southwest Region, 2009

Table 45: Top 5 Middle Schools in Southwest AraarBased on Benchmark Math
Achievement

0,
Grades %

School (District) Served Z:;)\I:If:re]té
1 Umpire High (Wickes) 7-12 93
2 Parkers Chapel High (Parkers Chapel) 7-12 87
3 DeQueen Middle (DeQueen) 6-9 78
4 Taylor High (Emerson-Taylor) 7-12 77
S5 Harmony Grove High (Harmony Grove) 7-12 77

Table 46: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in Southivdmnsas Based on Benchmark
Math Achievement

0,
Grades %

School (District) Proficient/
Served
Advanced
6™ Grade
1 Taylor Elementary (Emerson-Taylor) K-6 95
2 Van Cove Elementary (Van Cove) K-6 94
3 Jo Ann Walters Elementary (Dierks) K-6 92
7" Grade
1 Taylor High (Emerson-Taylor) 7-12 94
2 Parkers Chapel High (Parkers Chapel) 7-12 94
3 Harmony Grove High (Harmony Grove) 7-12 88
8" Grade
1 Umpire High (Wickes) 7-12 93
2 Parkers Chapel High (Parkers Chapel) 7-12 81

3 Spring Hill High (Spring Hill) 7-12 78




Table 47: Top 5 Middle Schools in Southwest Araaridased on Benchmark Literacy
Achievement

%

School (District) g::ssj Proficient/

Advanced
1 Umpire High (Wickes) 7-12 93
2 Dierks High (Dierks) 7-12 83
3 Taylor High (Emerson-Taylor) 7-12 82
4 Acorn High (Ouachita River) 7-12 81
5 Parkers Chapel (Parkers Chapel) 7-12 79

Table 48: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in Southivdmnsas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) (Sarades Proficient/
erved
Advanced
6" Grade
1 Spring Hill Elementary (Spring Hill) K-6 90
2 Gary E. Cobb Middle (Genoa Central) 5-8 81
3 Sparkman Elementary (Harmony Grove) K-6 81
7" Grade
1 Acorn High (Ouachita River) 7-12 88
2 Taylor High (Emerson-Taylor) 7-12 82
3 Dierks High (Dierks) 7-12 82
8" Grade
1 Umpire High (Wickes) 7-12 93
2 Cabe Middle (Gurdon) 5-8 88
3 Dierks High (Dierks) 7-12 85
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Table 49: Top 5 Middle Schools in Southeast Araarased on Benchmark Math
Achievement

%

School (District) (55;?323 Proficient/

Advanced
1 Monticello Middle (Monticello) 6-8 83
2 Star City Middle (Star City) 6-8 81
3 Drew Central Middle (Drew Central) S-7 76
4 Dewitt/Gillett High (Dewitt) 9-12 75
5 KIPP: Delta College Prep (KIPP: Delta) 5-8 74

Table 50: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in South®dsnsas Based on Benchmark
Math Achievement

Grades

%

School (District) Proficient/
Served
Advanced
6™ Grade
1 Woodlawn Elementary (Woodlawn) K-6 94
2 Drew Central Middle (Drew Central) 5-7 92
3 Monticello Middle (Monticello) 6-8 90
7" Grade
1 KIPP: Delta College Prep (KIPP: Delta) 5-8 94
2 Monticello Middle (Monticello) 6-8 86
3 Dewitt/Gillett High (Dewitt) 9-12 83
8" Grade
1 Star City Middle (Star City) 6-8 77
2 KIPP: Delta College Prep (KIPP: Delta) 5-8 73
3 Monticello Middle (Monticello) 6-8 72




Table 51: Top 5 Middle Schools in Southeast Arkaidased on Benchmark Literacy
Achievement

%

School (District) g;?sgg Proficient/

Advanced
1 Dewitt/Gillett High (Dewitt) 9-12 83
2 Monticello Middle (Monticello) 6-8 78
3 Star City Middle (Star City) 6-8 73
4 KIPP: Delta College Prep (KIPP: Delta) 5-8 70
5 Drew Central Middle (Drew Central) S-7 69

Table 52: Top 3 Schools by Grade Level in Sowth&ekansas Based on Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) (Sarades Proficient/
erved
Advanced
6" Grade
1 Monticello Middle (Monticello) 6-8 84
2 Portland Elementary (Hamburg) PK-6 82
3 Woodlawn Elementary (Woodlawn) K-6 76
7" Grade
1 Dewitt/Gillett High (Dewitt) 9-12 91
2 Monticello Middle (Monticello) 6-8 75
3 KIPP: Delta College Prep (KIPP: Delta) 5-8 72
8" Grade
1 KIPP: Delta College Prep (KIPP: Delta) 5-8 80
2 Star City Middle (Star City) 6-8 79
3 Dewitt/Gillett High (Dewitt) 9-12 75

As was the case for the elementary schools, tkeseme overlap between the top five
performing middle schools in math and literacy acle region. In fact, the same five schools
were on both the math and literacy lists in thetBeast region. The Northwest region had a total
of eight different schools, the Northeast regiod hdotal of nine different schools, and the other
regions had seven different schools on the twe.list

When grade levels were highlighted, there was aabte overlap in the top schools as well. For
example, Lisa Middle was placed first in Centrak@msas based on literacy achievement at all
grade levels. Lisa Middle was also listed for gsagix and seven in literacy achievement. Other
schools that made the top three list for a cegaaale level in both math and literacy are:
Kingston Elementary (Jasper), Valley Springs Middalley Springs), Benton County School
of Arts (Benton County), Norfork High (Norfork), Mot Pleasant Elementary (Melbourne),
Calico Rock Elementary (Calico Rock), Viola Highi¢la), Valley View High (Valley View),
Academy of Service and Technology (Vilonia), Taytbgh (Emerson-Taylor), Umpire High




(Wickes), Woodlawn Elementary (Woodlawn), Monticelliddle (Monticello), KIPP Delta
College (KIPP: Delta), Dewitt/Gillett High (Dewittand Star City Middle (Star City). These
schools had one or more grade levels (gradesesnens and/or eight) in which their scores were
within the top three in matandliteracy. Accolades to these schools that areopmihg well in

all areas!

Most of the schools on these lists were middle sishalowever, there were some K-6 schools
and high schools that made a grade-level list ds lwghe next section, we will focus on high
schools. We will use the End-of-Course examinationgreate a list of overall top high schools
in Arkansas, high-poverty high schools that arégoering at high levels, and the top high
schools in each region.



V. OEPAWARDS: TOPHIGH SCHOOLS ACROSSARKANSAS

This section highlights the top performing highaals across Arkansas based on End-of-Course
(EOC) examinations in algehrgeometrybiology, and the grade 11 litera@xamination. This
section if divided into subsections based on scivogs each of the four tests. In each subsection
the top 20 high schools, top 10 “high poverty” hgghools, and top five high schools by region
are presented.

Two of these exams will become “high stakes” tegshe coming years. The EOC for algebra |
will become high stakes beginning in 2009-10. Treedg 11 literacyxamination will become
high stakes in 2013. This means they will functsnexit exams because students must score
proficienst or advanced on these two exams (or salteenative exam) to receive a high school
diploma:

A. Algebra End-of-Course Exam, 2009
Table 53: Top 20 High Schools in Arkansas BaseHOG Algebra Achievement

0,
Grades # of Test /0

School (District) Region Served  Takers irdo\}‘g::]eér;té
1 Parkers Chapel High (Parkers Chapel) SW 7-12 50 96
2 Alpena High (Alpena) NW 7-12 38 94
2 Searcy High (Searcy) NE 9-12 201 94
4 J. D. Leftwich High (Magazine) NW 6-12 61 93
5 Poyen High (Poyen) CN 7-12 36 92
S Spring Hill High (Spring Hill) SW 7-12 36 92
7 Lockesburg High (DeQueen) SW 7-12 11 91
7 Marked Tree High (Marked Tree) SW 7-12 42 91
7 Taylor High (Emerson-Taylor) NE 7-12 23 91
10 Bentonville High (Bentonville) NW 9-12 563 90
10 Oden High (Ouachita River) SW 7-12 20 90
10 valley View High (Valley View) NE 7-12 157 90
13 Bigelow High (East End) NW 7-12 47 89
13 Cotter High (Cotter) NW 7-12 45 89
15 Cushman High (Cushman) NE 7-12 17 88
15 Huntsville High (Huntsville) NW 9-12 199 88
15 Mount Ida High (Mount Ida) SW 7-12 51 88
15 Norfork High (Norfork) NW 7-12 35 88
19 caddo Hills High (Caddo Hills) SW 7-12 37 87
20 Bryant High (Bryant) CN 9-12 437 87

” A school was designated a high school if it sesstedents in 10 11", or 12" grade.

8 See the OEP Education Policy News, Vol. 6 Is. 3Ralicy Brief, Vol. 5 Is. 8 for more information dhese EOC
exams and the new regulations making them highestakams.




These are not the only schools reaching high leMedshievement in algebra. In all, 202
of the 421 schools with students taking the alg&& had 75% or more students score
proficient or advanced. Of these 203 schools,ar@0middle or junior high schools,
while 72 are high schools.

Algebra | is generally taken during the ninth gradewever, some students may elect to
take these courses earlier if they have the presigglknowledge. This may result in a
small number of the most advanced students takiesgtexams in thé"®r 9" grade.

For this reason, middle schools may have highdigeeat and advanced scores than are
found in high schools. In fact, over 50 middlgwnior high schools had 100% of
students score proficient or advanced, as presamtatile 54.

Table 54: 100% Proficient and Advanced Based o E@ebra Achievement

%
L : Grades  # of Test .
School (District) Region Served Takers Proficient/

Advanced
Academic Center of Excellence (Osceola) NE 1-10 20 100
AhlIf Junior High (Searcy) NE 7-8 44 100
Atkins Middle (Atkins) NW 5-8 23 100
Barton Junior High (El Dorado) SW 7-8 69 100
Berryville Middle (Berryville) NW 6-8 27 100
Bethel Middle (Bryant) CN 6-8 48 100
Bismarck Middle (Bismarck) CN 5-8 26 100
Bob Courtway Middle (Conway) CN 7-8 58 100
Bryant Middle (Bryant) CN 6-8 86 100
Camden Fairview Middle (Camden-Fairview) SwW 6-8 30 100
Carl Stuart Middle (Conway) CN 7-8 68 100
Cedarville Middle (Cedarville) NW 5-8 22 100
Dardanelle Middle (Dardanelle) NW 7-8 23 100
Dover Middle (Dover) NW 6-8 18 100
Elmwood Middle (Rogers) NW 8-9 71 100
Fouke Middle (Fouke) SW 6-8 24 100
Fountain Lake Elementary (Fountain Lake) CN K-8 30 100
Glen Rose Middle (Glen Rose) CN 5-8 13 100
Gravette Middle (Gravette) NW 6-8 30 100
Heber Springs Middle (Heber Springs) NE 6-8 35 100
Helen Tyson Middle (Springdale) NW 6-7 43 100
Hellstern Middle (Springdale) NW 6-7 40 100
Huntsville Middle (Huntsville) NW 7-8 26 100
J. O. Kelly Middle (Springdale) NW 6-7 40 100
Jesseville Middle (Jessieville) CN 6-8 29 100
Joe T. Robinson Middle (Pulaski) CN 6-8 59 100
Kirksey Middle (Rogers) NW 6-7 64 100

Lavaca Middle (Lavaca) NW 5-8 24 100




%

L . Grades  # of Test i
School (District) Region Served Takers irocl)\?;rl]igté
Lincoln Junior High (Bentonville) NW 7-8 96 100
Lincoln Middle (Lincoln) NW 6-8 22 100
Lingle Middle (Rogers) NW 6-7 68 100
Lonoke Middle (Lonoke) CN 6-8 30 100
Malvern Junior High (Malvern) CN 7-8 17 100
Mann Magnet Middle (Little Rock) CN 6-8 84 100
McNair Middle (Fayetteville) NW 6-7 43 100
McRae Middle (Prescott) SwW 5-8 27 100
Mena Middle (Mena) SwW 6-8 37 100
Monticello Middle (Monticello) SE 6-8 43 100
Mountain View Middle (Mountain View) NE 6-8 32 100
Newport Junior High (Newport) NE 7-8 16 100
Owl Creek (Fayetteville) NW K-7 11 100
Paragould Junior High (Paragould) NE 7-8 67 100
Paris Middle School (Paris) NW 5-8 24 100
Prairie Grove Middle (Prairie Grove) NW 5-8 24 100
Randall G. Lynch Middle (Farmington) NW 5-8 27 100
Sheridan Middle (Sheridan) CN 6-8 51 100
Siloam Springs Middle (Siloam) NW 6-8 41 100
Southside Middle (Southside) NE 5-8 43 100
Star City Middle (Star City) SE 6-8 29 100
Stuttgart Junior High (Stuttgart) SE 7-8 21 100
Valley Springs Middle (Valley Springs) NW 5-8 36 100
Warren Middle (Warren) SE 6-8 18 100
Washington Junior High (Bentonville) NW 7-8 85 100
Yellville-Summit Middle (Yellville-Summit) NW 5-8 18 100
Yerger Junior High (Hope) SW 7-8 11 100




Table 55: Top 10 “High-Poverty” High Schools Basad EOC Algebra Achievement

%

o % , Grades  # of Test -
School (District) FRL Region Served Takers irdo\}‘;c:]ir;té
1 J.D. Leftwich High (Magazine) 68 NW 6-12 61 93
2 Marked Tree High (Marked Tree) 69 NE 7-12 42 91
3 Norfork High (Norfork) 67 NW 7-12 35 88
4 Caddo Hills High (Caddo Hills) 71 SW 7-12 37 87
S Acorn High (Ouachita River) 69 SW 7-12 43 82
S5 Mineral Springs High (Mineral Springs) 67 SW 7-12 8 2 82
7 McGehee High (McGehee) 70 SE 7-12 93 79
8 KIPP: Delta College Prep (KIPP: Delta) 82 SE 9-12 13 77
8 Plainview-Rover High (Two Rivers) 70 NW 7-12 17 77

10 Harrisburg High (Harrisburg) 68 NE 9-12 88 75




Tables 56-60: Top 5 High Schools in Arkansas lyidte EOC Algebra Achievement

CENTRAL REGION

%

School (District) #TofkTest Proficient/
axers Advanced
Poyen High 36 92
(Poyen)
Bryant High
(Bryant) 437 86
Sheridan High
(Sheridan) 250 86
Bismarck High
(Bismarck) 47 86
Ouachita High
(Ouachita River) 25 84
NORTHWESTREGION SOUTHWESTREGION
% %
School (District) #TofkTest Proficient/ School (District) #Tc;fk-gf:t Proficient/
aKers Advanced Advanced
Alpena High Parkers Chapel High
(Alpena) 38 94 (Parkers Chapel) 50 96
ZJ'\./I;l)g.ai_is:;t)wmh High 61 93 (SSE:;QQ?HI;H)II High 36 92
genton\{lill)e High 563 90 i_Do%@sb;Jrg High 11 o1
entonville eQueen
?Elgs? II(E)r\:\(;)HIg " 47 89 ;I_Earlrz/ekr)sronH-l'lgalzllor) 23 o1
Cotter High Oden High
(Cotter) a5 89 (Ouachita River) 20 90
NORTHEASTREGION SOUTHEAST REGION
% # of %
School (District) #TOfkTeSt Proficient/ School (District) Test  Proficient
aKers Advanced Takers Advanced
S('Segg)'*'gh 201 94 (S,'stti[ gt'g High 106 81
I\(/IMarkke((jj ;I're;a High 42 91 !\ICIcgehhes High 93 79
arke ree cGenee
Valeguieay 157 % oodiamy O 5179
ff:ﬂimi? High 17 88 F}JlEFF:-:DDeﬁI;)a College Prep 13 77
Mountain View High Stuttgart High
(Mountain View) oL & (Stuttgart) — i
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B. Geometry End-of-Course Exam, 2009
Table 61: Top 20 High Schools in Arkansas, Gegm&thievement

%
L . Grades # of Test ”
School (District) Region Served  Takers Proficient/

Advanced
1 Benton High (Benton) CN 10-12 232 98
2 KIPP: Delta College Prep (KIPP: Delta) SE 9-12 28 7 9
3 Paris High (Paris) NW 9-12 67 96
4 Searcy High (Searcy) NE 9-12 243 95
S Jasper High (Jasper) NW 7-12 43 91
S McCrory High (McCrory) NE 7-12 32 91
7 Bentonville High (Bentonville) NW 9-12 906 90
7 Dardanelle High (Dardanelle) NW 9-12 111 90
7 Haas Hall Academy (Haas Hall Academy) NW 9-12 39 90
10 Alpena High (Alpena) SE 7-12 45 89
10 Bryant High (Bryant) CN 9-12 415 89
10 Rison High (Cleveland County) NW 7-12 58 89
10 wonderview High (Wonderview) NW 7-12 37 89
14 Caddo Hills High (Caddo Hills) SW 7-12 34 88
14 Centerpoint High (Centerpoint) SW 6-12 75 88
16 Academics Plus High (Academics Plus) CN 9-12 38 87
16 Des Arc High (Des Arc) SE 7-12 53 87
16 McGehee High (McGehee) NE 7-12 51 87
16 Salem High (Salem) SE 7-12 46 87
20 Norfork High (Norfork) NW 7-12 29 86
20 Parkers Chapel High ( Parkers Chapel) SW 7-12 41 86

These are not the only schools reaching high leMed&hievement in geometry. In all,
111 of the 334 schools in which students took #engetry EOC, had 75% or more
students score proficient or advanced. Geometgierally taken during the tenth grade.
However, some students may elect to take thessesw@arlier if they have the
prerequisite knowledge. This may result in the naalstanced students taking these
exams in the Bor 9" grade. For this reason, middle schools may hayleehiproficient
and advanced scores because they have smaller railalvanced students taking the
exam. In fact, of the 111 schools with 75% or mafretudents scoring proficient or
advanced, 33 are middle or junior high schools]evi8 are high schools. Only one
middle school did not have 75% or more studentsespmficient or advanced. Indeed,
over 30 middle or junior high schools had 100%tatlents score proficient or advanced.
These schools are presented in the following table.
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Table 62: 100% Proficient and Advanced Based o Ei@ometry Achievement

%
L . Grades # of Test e
School (District) Region Served Takers Proficient/

Advanced
Booneville Junior High (Booneville) NW 7-9 25 100
Butterfield Junior High (Van Buren) NW 7-9 62 100
Cabot Junior High North (Cabot) CN 7-9 109 100
Cabot Junior High South (Cabot) CN 7-9 97 100
Carl Stuart Middle (Conway) CN 7-8 13 100
Central Junior High (Springdale) NW 8-9 42 100
Clarksville Junior High (Clarksville) NW 7-9 28 100
Coleman Junior High (Van Buren) NW 7-9 48 100
De Queen Middle (DeQueen) SW 6-9 22 100
Fuller Middle (Pulaski County) CN 6-8 34 100
Greene County Tech Junior High (Greene Cc  NE 8-9 43 100
Harrison Junior High (Harrison) NW 7-9 43 100
Henderson Middle (Little Rock) CN 6-8 11 100
Hot Springs Middle (Hot Springs) CN 6-8 15 100
L. A. Chaffin Junior High (Fort Smith) NW 7-9 60 100
Lake Hamilton Junior High (Lake Hamilton) CN 8-9 55 100
Lakeside Junior High (Lakeside) CN 8-9 79 100
Lakewood Middle (North Little Rock) CN 7-8 57 100
M. O. Ramay Junior High (Fayetteville) NW 8-9 76 100
Mann Magnet Middle (Little Rock) CN 6-8 14 100
Marion Junior High (Marion) NE 8-9 51 100
Nashville Junior High (Nashville) SW 7-9 25 100
Pleasant View Jr. High (Mulberry) NW 7-9 15 100
Pulaski Heights Middle (Little Rock) CN 6-8 14 100
Ramsey Junior High (Fort Smith) NW 7-9 41 100
Raymond E. Wells Junior High (Greenwood) NW 8-9 86 100
Ridgeroad Charter Middle (North Little Rock) CN 7-8 14 100
Russellville Junior High (Russelville) NW 8-9 86 100
Southwest Junior High (Springdale) NW 8-9 30 100
Vilonia Junior High (Vilonia) CN 8-9 41 100
White Hall Junior High (White Hall) CN 7-9 36 100

Woodland Junior High (Fayetteville) NW 8-9 133 100




Table 63: Top 10 “High-Poverty” High Schools Basaa EOC Geometry Achievement

%

L % , Grades # of Test -

School (District) FRL Region Served  Takers irdo\}‘;c:]ir;té
1 KIPP: Delta College Prep (KIPP: Delta 82 SE 9-12 28 97
2 Caddo Hills High (Caddo Hills) 71 SW 7-12 34 88
3 McGehee High (McGehee) 70 SE 7-12 51 87
4 Norfork High (Norfork) 67 NW 7-12 29 86
S Marked Tree High (Marked Tree) 69 NE 7-12 37 76
6 Acorn High (Ouachita River) 69 SW 7-12 36 75
6 Bruno-Pyatt High (Ozark Mountain) 76 NW 7-12 16 75
8  Umpire High (Wickes) 100 SW 7-12 15 74
9 Western Grove High (Ozark Mountain) 72 NW 7-12 15 73
10 Maynard High (Maynard) 68 NE 7-12 65 71




Table 64-68: Top 5 High Schools in Arkansas byiGtegseometry Achievement

CENTRAL REGION

%

School (District) #TofkTest Proficient/
aKers Advanced
Benton High
(Benton) 232 98
Bryant High
(Bryan) 415 89
Academics Plus High
(Academics Plus) 38 87
Sheridan High
(Sheridan) 259 85
Conway 569 81
Magnet Cove High 71 81
NORTHWESTREGION SOUTHWESTREGION
% %
School (District) #TofkTest Proficient/ School (District) #TofkTest Proficient/
aKers Advanced aKers Advanced
Paris High Caddo Hills High
(Paris) 67 96 (Caddo Hills) 34 88
Jasper High 43 91 Centerpoint High 75 88
(Jasper) (Centerpoint)
Dardanelle High Parkers Chapel High
(Dardanelle) 906 %0 (Parkers Chapel) 41 86
Bentonville High Spring Hill High
(Bentonville) 111 90 (Spring Hill) 46 85
Haas Hall Academy Genoa Central High
(Haas Hall) 39 90 (Genoa) 58 81
NORTHEASTREGION SOUTHEAST REGION
% # of %
School (District) #TofkTest Proficient/ School (District) Test  Proficient/
aKers Advanced Takers Advanced
Searcy High KIPP: Delta College Pref
(Searcy) 243 95 (KIPP: Delta) 28 i
McCrory High Rison High
(McCrory) 32 91 (Cleveland County) 58 89
Salem High McGehee High
(Salem) 46 87 (McGehee) 53 87
Heber Springs High Des Arc High
(Heber Springs) 130 85 (Des Arc) 51 87
Viola High Gillett High
(Viola) 27 85 (DeWitt) 19 79
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Several schools deserve special recognition foradivemath achievement. These high schools
were in the state’s top 20 in both algebra and gggmParkers Chapel, Alpena, Searcy,
Bentonville, Norfork, Caddo Hills, and Bryant. Cadand Norfork achieved this high standard
even while serving populations with more than 6@%todents eligible for free or reduced price
lunches. Therefore, they also appear on the algeidaeometry “high-poverty” top ten lists.
Four other schools appear on both of these “higheqy” lists: Marked Tree, Acorn, McGehee,
and KIPP: Delta College Prep. These schools arallawing poverty to be an obstacle to high
achievement and should be proud of these results.
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C. Biology End-of-Course Exam, 2009

The percentage of students scoring proficient @aaded in biology was significantly lower
than the other three examinations. In biology tagesmean percentage for proficient and
advanced was below 40%. This compares with a mkeawveo 70% in algebra, over 65% in
geometry, and over 50% in literacy. Regardlesseffact that fewer Arkansas students overall
reached proficient or advanced on this relatively istate-wide exam, there are many schools
whose performance stood out among the rest. Indeead, other exams, some of the highest
achieving schools educated some of Arkansas’ pbstedents. Table 69 presents the top 20
high schools in Arkansas, based on overall biokgjyievement. We also highlight the top
performing “high poverty” schools (schools servB&f6 or more students eligible for the
free/reduced lunch program), and the top schoodésah region.

Table 69: Top 20 High Schools in Arkansas BaseHORG Biology Achievement

%
- . Grades # of Test i
School (District) Region Served Takers Proficient/

Advanced
1 Haas Hall Academy (Haas Hall Academy) NW 9-12 29 93
2 Taylor High (Emerson-Taylor) SW 7-12 20 85
3 Brookland High (Brookland) NE 9-12 100 75
3 Jessieville High (Jessieville) CN 9-12 74 75
5 Scranton High (Scranton) NW 7-12 27 74
6 South Side High (South Side) NW 7-12 26 73
7 Bentonville High (Bentonville) NW 9-12 839 71
8 Dardanelle High (Dardanelle) NW 9-12 108 69
8 Searcy High (Searcy) NE 9-12 259 69
10 vYellville-Summit High (Yellville-Summit) NW 9-12 7 67
11 Kingston High (Kingston) NW 7-12 12 66
11 Southside High (Southside) NW 10-12 488 66
13 calico Rock High (Calico Rock) NE 7-12 32 65
14 Conway High East (Conway) CN 9-10 693 64
14 Deer High (Deer/Mt. Judea) NW 7-12 14 64
14 Mountain View High School (Mountain View) NE 7-12 08 64
14 Benton High School (Benton) CN 10-12 289 64
18 cCabot High School (Cabot) CN 10-12 617 63
18 Heritage High School (Rogers) NW 9-12 209 63
20 Cotter High School (Cotter) NW 7-12 50 62

20 Omaha High (Omaha) NW 7-12 29 62




Table 70: Top 10 “High-Poverty” High Schools Basaa EOC Biology Achievement

School (District)

% .
ERL Region

%

Proficient/
Advanced

Acorn High (Ouachita River)

Lead Hill High (Lead Hill)

J. D. Leftwich High (Magazine)

Hot Springs High (Hot Springs)
Timbo High (Mountain View)

Shirley High (Shirley)

St. Joe High (Ozark Mountain)
Mountain Pine High (Mountain Pine)
Plainview-Rover High (Two Rivers)
Umpire High (Wickes)

oo~ bMwNE

54
52
50
a7
47
45
45
43
43
43




Tables 71-75: Top 5 High Schools in Arkansas ByidRe Biology Achievement

NORTHWESTREGION

CENTRAL REGION

%

School (District) #TofkTest Proficient/
aKErs Advanced
Haas Hall Academy
(Haas Hall) 29 93
Scranton High 27 74
(Scranton)
South Side High
(South Side) 19 3
Bentonville High
(Bentonville) 839 1
Dardanelle High
(Dardanelle) 108 69
NORTHEASTREGION
%
School (District) #TofkTest Proficient/
aKers Advanced
Brookland High
(Brookland) 100 5
Searcy High 259 69
(Searcy)
Calico Rock High
(Calico Rock) 32 65
Mountain View High
(Mountain View) 80 64
Pocahontas High 139 59
Valley View High 154 59

# of %
School (District) Test  Proficient/
Takers Advanced
Jessieville High 74 75
Conway East High 693 64
Benton High 289 64
Cabot High 617 63
Bauxite High 99 56
Greenbrier High 199 56
Magnet Cove High 66 56
Ouachita High 32 56
SOUTHWESTREGION
%
School (District) #TofkTest Proficient/
aKers Advanced
Taylor High
(Emerson-Taylor) 20 85
Mena High
(Mena) 146 60
Acorn High
(Ouachita River) 28 4
Horatio High
(Horatio) 60 4
Parkers Chapel High
(Parkers Chapel) 22 22
SOUTHEAST REGION
# of %
School (District) Test  Proficient/
Takers Advanced
Woodlawn High
(Woodlawn) 47 58
Gillet High
(DeWitt) 14 50
Des Arc High
(Des Arc) o1 49
Rison High
(Cleveland County) 49 47
Monticello High
(Monticello) 149 46
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D. Grade 11 Literacy Exam, 2009

In literacy, the state mean percentage for praticeand advanced was over 50%. Many schools’
performance stood out among the rest. Indeed, athar exams, some of the highest achieving
schools educated some of Arkansas’ poorest studeaitée 76 presents the top 20 high schools
in Arkansas based on overall literacy achievemafet.also highlight the top performing “high
poverty” schools (schools serving 66% or more sttsleligible for the free/reduced lunch
program), and the top schools in each region.

Table 76: Top 20 High Schools in Arkansas Base@ade 11 Literacy Achievement

%
_ . Grades  # of Test .
School (District) Region Served Takers Proficient/

Advanced
1 AR School for Math, Sciences, and the Arts CN 11-12 106 99
2 Haas Hall Academy (Haas Hall Academy) NW 9-12 15 94
3 KIPP: Delta College Prep (KIPP: Delta) SE 9-12 23 91
4 Bentonville High (Bentonville) NW 9-12 724 85
4 Weiner High (Weiner) NE 7-12 26 85
6 Lisa Academy High (Lisa Academy) CN 9-12 29 83
6 Taylor High (Emerson-Taylor) SW 7-12 24 83
8 Valley View High (Valley View) NE 7-12 138 81
9 calico Rock High (Calico Rock) NE 7-12 29 79
9 Searcy High (Searcy) NE 9-12 255 79
9 Valley Springs High (Valley Springs) NW 9-12 76 79
12 Highland High (Highland) NE 8-12 115 78
13 Greenwood High (Greenwood) NW 10-12 242 77
13 Marked Tree High (Marked Tree) NE 7-12 35 77
15 Izard Co. Cons. High (Izard Co. Cons.) NE 9-12 30 76
15 Lakeside High (Lakeside) CN 9-12 211 76
15 Norfork High (Norfork) NW 7-12 40 76
15 OQuachita High (Ouachita) CN 7-12 33 76
19 Benton High (Benton) CN 10-12 283 75
19 Gravette High (Gravette) NW 9-12 111 75
19 Melbourne High (Melbourne NE 7-12 72 75
19 Pparkview Magnet High (Little Rock) CN 9-12 106 75
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Table 77: Top 10 “High-Poverty” High Schools inkemsas Based on Grade 11
Literacy Achievement

%

School (District) F(;f{)L Region g?r‘s:j #Tc;fkl—fsﬁ irocl)\j;ciiqirété
1 KIPP: Delta College Prep (KIPP: Delta) 82 SE 9-12 23 91
2 Marked Tree High (Marked Tree) 69 NE 7-12 35 77
3 Norfork High (Norfork) 67 NW 7-12 40 76
4 Harrisburg High (Harrisburg) 68 NE 9-12 86 68
S Fourche Valley High (Two Rivers) 69 NW 7-12 12 67
6 Shirley High (Shirley) 67 NW 7-12 44 66
7 Marshall High (Searcy County) 69 NW 7-12 51 61
8 Mountain Pine High (Mountain Pine) 72 CN 7-12 47 60
9 Bruno-Pyatt High (Ozark Mountain) 76 NW 7-12 21 57
9 Cross County High (Cross County) 69 NE 7-12 44 57
9 Western Grove High (Ozark Mountain) 72 NW 7-12 23 57




Table 78-82: Top 5 High Schools in Arkansas byigted iteracy Achievement

NORTHWEST
School (District) #Tc;fkl—(:SSt Prof(i)?ient/
Advanced
m?‘:: lii)” Ac«'.;ldemy 15 94
ertorwlle HOh 724 gs
YlleySpringsHin 75 79
Creemiood HEh 50 77
Noror High 0
NORTHEAST
School (District) #T:fk-(le-(ra:t Prof(i)?ient/
Advanced
WererRn 2
Valeyvewhign 155 g1
ClcoRockHigh 59 79
Searcy High 255 79
(S.earcy) .

CENTRAL
%
School (District) #TofkTest Proficient/
axers Advanced
AR School for Math,
Sciences, and the Arts O <k
LISA Academy High 29 83
Lakeside High
(Lakeside) 211 6
Ouachita High 33 76
Benton High 283 75
Parkview Magnet High
(Little Rock) 289 75
SOUTHWEST
%
School (District) #TofkTest Proficient/
aKers Advanced
Taylor High
(Emerson-Taylor) 24 83
Parkers Chapel High
(Parkers Chapel) 58 74
Harmony Grove High 48 71
(Harmony Grove)
Van Cove High
(Van Cove) 42 71
Mena High
(Mena) 151 64
SOUTHEAST
# of %
School (District) Test  Proficient/
Takers Advanced
KIPP: Delta College Pref
(KIPP: Delta) 23 91
Rison High
(Cleveland County) 67 66
Monticello High
(Monticello) 160 62
Des Arc High
(Des Arc) 45 58
Hamburg High
(Hamburg) 139 52
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E. EOC Summary

There were many schools that demonstrated exceli@recademics on each of the
examinations. However, only two schools were inttdpetwenty on all four exam&entonville
High andSearcy High Searcyranked second in algebra, fourth in geometry,taighbiology,
and ninth in literacyBentonville ranked tenth in algebra, seventh in geometry,rgbve
biology, and fourth in literacy. Also doing a commdable job were the following schools:
Benton High, Haas Hall Academy Norfork High , andTaylor High. These schools were in
the top twenty on three of the four examinations.

Six other schools stood out in their respectivears) Searcy Highranked in the top five in the
Northeast region on all four examinations, whildley View High placed in three of the lists.
In the Central regiorQuachita High placed in three of the top five lists. On all four
examinationsParkers Chapel Highearned a spot in the top five of the Southwesbreg
Taylor High made it on three. Three schools from the Southveais in the top five on three of
the examinationKIPP: Delta, Rison High, andDes Arc High.

Overall, the Office for Education Policy is hapyrecognize the hard work done by high school
students and teachers across the state and wélwedkrd to highlighting even better results for
our high school students in 2009-10.
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VI. OEPAWARDS: MOST IMPROVED SCHOOLS BETWEEN 2008AND
2009

This section highlights the Arkansas schools tlaaehmproved the most between 2008 and
2009. To identify the “most improved” schools, wwagly subtracted the percent of students
scoring proficient and advanced in 2008 from the@at of students scoring proficient and
advanced in 2009. The schools are ranked basdteqretcentage point increase, as noted
below. As in previous sections, we have also hgittéd the region in which the school is
located, the grades served at the school, the pesEstudents eligible for the Free/Reduced
Lunch (FRL) program, as well as the 2008 and 2088gnt proficient and advanced.

A. Elementary Schools, Mathematics

Table 83: Top 20 Most Improved Elementary SchoateB on Benchmark Mathematics
Achievement

2008 &
School (District) Region (33;?353 FRL P?(?f(i)c?:ft/ Incrense
Advanced
1 Lucilia Wood Elementary (Marvef) SE K-3 99 50 88 33
2 Lepanto Elementary (East Poinsett Co.) NE K-4 80 65 86 21
3 West Side Elementary (Helena/W. Helena) SE 1-6 100 51 71 20
4 Jasper Elementary (Jasper) NW K-6 65 62 82 20
S Magazine Elementary (Magazine) NW P-5 74 65 85 19
6 Wonder Elementary (West Memphis) NE K-6 100 61 80 19
7 Harris Elementary (Pulaski Co.) CN P-5 92 29 48 19
8 Wilson Elementary (Little Rock) CN P-5 94 31 49 17
9 Earle Elementary (Earle) NE K-4 97 49 66 17
10 van Cove Elementary (Van Cove) SwW K-6 66 69 85 16
11 woodruff Elementary (Little Rock) CN P-5 90 51 67 16
12 Luxora Elementary (South Mississippi Co) NE P-4 89 54 69 15
13 Weaver Elementary (West Memphis) NE K-6 100 68 84 15
14 southwood Elementary (Pine Bluff) CN K-5 84 34 49 15
15 Centerpoint Intermediate (Centerpoint) S\ 4-5 65 55 70 15
16 Guy Perkins Elementary (Guy Perkins) CN K-6 55 69 84 15
17 Hamburg Upper Elementary (Hamburg) SE 4-6 100 68 83 15
18 Emerson Elementary (Emerson-Taylor) Sw K-6 42 70 84 14
19 Monitor Elementary (Springdale) NW K-5 69 48 62 14
20 Tucker Elementary (Rogers) NW K-5 46 77 91 14

°In 2008, Lucilia Wood Elementary School servedistis in grades P-6. In 2009, Lucilia Wood Elemsnta
served grades K-3. For this reason, we only congpseeres for grade 3. Lucilia Wood Elementary s/ mtosed.




Table 84-88: Top 5 Most Improved Elementary Schioodskansas by Region,
Benchmark Mathematics Achievement

NORTHWEST
2008 &
L 2009 % % Point
School (District) Proficient/ Increase
Advanced
Jasper Elementary 62 82 20
(Jasper)
Magazine Elementary 65 85 19
(Magazine)
Monitor Elementary 48 62 14
(Springdale)
Tucker Elementary 77 91 14
(Rogers)
Anne Watson Elem.
(East End) oL oE L
NORTHEAST
2008 &
L 2009 % % Point
School (District) Proficient/ Increase
Advanced

Luxora Elementary 54 69 15
(South Mississippi Co.)
Weaver Elementary
(West Memphis) 68 84 15
Weiner Elementary 68 82 14
(Weiner)
Gibbs Albright Elem. 71 82 12
(Newport)
Marked Tree Elem. 67 79 12

(Marked Tree)

CENTRAL
2008 &
s 2009 % % Point
School (District) Proficient/  Increase
Advanced
Harris Elementary
(Pulaski Co.) 28 ag -
Wilson Elementary
(Little Rock) 31 49 17
Woodruff Elementary
(Little Rock) sl 5 I
Southwood Elementary
(Pine Bluff) 34 49 15
Guy Perkins
ElementaryGuy Perkins) e 15
SOUTHWEST
2008 &
L 2009 % % Point
School (District) Proficient/  Increase
Advanced
Van Cove Elementary 69 85 16
(Van Cove)
Centerpoint Inter.
(Centerpoint) 55 70 15
Emerson Elementary 70 84 14
(Emerson-Taylor)
Ode Maddox Elem.
(Ouachita River) 7185 14
Junction City
(Junction City) by -2
SOUTHEAST
2008 &
L 2009 % % Point
School (District) Proficient/  Increase
Advanced
Lucilia Wood Elem. 50 88 33
(Marvell)
West Side Elementary
(Helena/W. Helena) 51 71 20
Hamburg Upper Elem. 68 83 15
(Hamburg)
Dermott Elementary 46 58 12
(Dermott)
Jimmy Brown Elem. 64 73 9

(Star City)




B. Elementary Schools, Literacy

Table 89: Top 20 Most Improved Elementary SchoateB on Benchmark Literacy

Achievement

2008 &
School (District) Region (53;?353 FOQL P?c?f(i)c?;ft/ ;?cfeogs]te
Advanced
1 Lucilia Wood Elementary (Marvelff SE K-3 99 14 59 45
2 Oak Grove Elementary (Pulaski Co.) CN K-4 68 39 62 24
3 Leslie Elementary (Searcy Co.) NW K-6 83 64 86 22
4 Nevada Elementary (Nevada) SwW K-6 84 51 73 21
5 West Side Elementary (Helena/W. Helena) SE 1-6 100 42 63 21
6 Wonder Elementary (West Memphis) NE K-6 100 49 68 19
7 Woodruff Elementary (Little Rock) CN P-5 90 39 57 18
8 Guy Perkins Elementary (Guy Perkins) CN K-6 55 56 74 18
9 Northside Elementary (Decatur) NW K-5 76 42 59 18
10 Eastside Primary (Warren) SE K-3 72 49 66 17
11 Harris Elementary (Pulaski Co.) CN P-5 92 28 44 17
12 Drew Central Elementary (Drew Central) SE K-4 79 62 78 16
13 Luxora Elementary (South Mississippi Co.) NE P-4 89 38 54 16
14 Woodrow Wilson Elementary (Paragould)  NE K-4 66 63 79 16
15 Bradford Elementary (Bradford) NE K-6 70 65 81 16
16 Keiser Elementary (South Mississippi Co.) NE P-4 56 49 65 15
17 R.L. Davis Elementary (Bryant) CN K-5 40 70 85 15
18 Nettleton Central Elementary (Nettleton) NE K-3 86 57 72 15
19 Sparkman Elementary (Harmony Grove) SW K-6 62 57 72 14
20 Robinson Elementary (Pulaski Co.) CN P-5 48 62 77 14

191n 2008, Lucilia Wood Elementary School servedistis in grades P-6. In 2009, Lucilia Wood Elemgnta
served grades K-3. For this reason, we only congpseeres for grade 3. Lucilia Wood Elementary s/ mtosed.
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Table 90-94: Top 5 Most Improved Elementary Schioofskansas by Region,

Benchmark Literacy Achievement

CENTRAL
2008 &
_ 2009 % % Point
School (District) Proficient/  Increase
Advanced
Oak Grove Elementary
(Pulaski Co.) 39 62 2
Woodruff Elementary
(Little Rock) 39 57 18
Guy Perkins Elem.
(Guy Perkins) %6 74 <
Harris Elementary
(Pulaski Co.) 28 44 17
R.L. Davis Elementary 70 85 15
(Bryant)
NORTHWEST SOUTHWEST
2008 & 2008 &
L 2009 % % Point L 2009 % % Point
School (District) Proficient/ Increase School (District) Proficient/  Increase
Advanced Advanced
L_S(-:;sa,{lrlfy)Elementary 64 86 22 z\rl\g//:c?a? Elementary 51 73 21
i\tl)ortr:si)de Elementary ,5 5q 18 (SHparkmag Ele)mentary 57 72 14
ecatur armony Grove
(SD(;n'\I/'iw;ker Elem. 69 83 14 E<K|Irrtg)3l/) Elementary 67 80 13
E;rua;\évefﬁ)\;ﬁe)Elementary 61 75 14 zl\yvzgll((ees Elementary 58 71 13
Cedarville Elementary Bradley Elementary
(Cedarville) 50 64 L (Bradley) Hy e 2
NORTHEAST SOUTHEAST
2008 & 2008 &
o 2009 % % Point _ 2009 % % Point
School (District) Proficient/ Increase School (District) Proficient/  Increase
Advanced Advanced
zlv\(/(;gtdl\j:;rﬂﬁgentary 49 68 19 i_hhjacrillle%WOOd Elem. 14 59 45
(Souhisssap G0y 38 54 16 (oo raengy Y 42 63 21
Moodioumie" 63 7e 15 EessdePrmay 45 g
DadloElementay g5 g 15 DewCenwalBem g 75 g
Keiser Elementary 49 65 15 Kingsland Elementary 64 77 13

(South Mississippi Co.)

(Cleveland Co.)




There are several elementary schools that madesadie improvement between 2008 and 2009
in bothmath and literacy. These schools deserve spadagnition: Lucilia Wood Elementary
(Marvell), West Side Elementary (Helena/W. HeleNghnder Elementary (West Memphis),
Harris Elementary (Pulaski Co.), Woodruff Element@trittle Rock), Luxora Elementary (South
Mississippi Co.), and Guy Perkins Elementary (Gaykihs).

All types of schools are highlighted in this sentfor noteworthy improvements. Some of the
schools that made the “most improvement” list alyelaad more than half of the students score
proficient or advanced in 2009. For example, inhmicker Elementary (Rogers) had 77% of
students score proficient or advanced in 2008 aackased that to 91% in 2009. On the other
hand, several schools had under half of the stsdsmatre proficient or advanced in 2008, and
made notable gains of improvement in 2009. For gten®ak Grove Elementary (Pulaski Co.)
had 39% of students score proficient or advanceiteiracy in 2008, and by 2009 there were
62% scoring proficient or advanced. All of thesedhaorking schools deserve special
recognition.
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C. Middle Schools, Mathematics

Table 95: Top 20 Most Improved Middle Schools BaseBenchmark Mathematics
Achievement

2008 &
0, 0, 0, I
School (District) Region (53;?353 FQL P?c?f(i)cgieft/ |ﬁcf§£e
Advanced

1 Oak Ridge Central High (Twin River) NE K-6 61 33 73 40
2 Emmet High (Blevins) SW 7-12 60 21 51 30
3 Lockesburg High (DeQueen) SW 7-12 42 37 65 28
4 Nevada High (Nevada) Sw 7-12 62 50 77 27
S Weiner High (Weiner) NE 7-12 49 32 57 25
6 Pea Ridge Middle (Pea Ridge) NW 6-8 43 66 90 23
7 Redfield Jr. High (White Hall) CN 7-9 38 53 74 21
8 Junction City High (Junction City) SW 7-12 42 37 58 21
9  Tuckerman High (Jackson Co.) NE 8-12 65 64 84 20
10 calico Rock High (Calico Rock) NE 7-12 50 57 77 20
11 Central Elementary (Trumann) NE 5-6 69 63 82 19
12 Crossett Middle (Crossett) SE 5-8 52 41 60 19
13 Decatur High (Decatur) NW 8-12 62 45 63 18
14 Clarendon High (Clarendon) SE 7-12 60 20 37 17
15 Plainview Rover High (Two Rivers) NW 7-12 70 36 54 17
16 Hermitage Middle (Hermitage) SE 9-12 66 3855 17
17 walnut Ridge High (Lawrence Co.) NE 7-12 46 52 69 17
18 Mammoth Springs High (Mammoth Springs) NE 7-12 56 57 73 17
19 Dermott High (Dermott) SE 7-12 100 26 42 16

20 Magnet Cove High (Magnet Cove) CN 7-12 37 60 77 16




Table 96-100: Top 5 Most Improved Middle Schoolarkansas by Region, Benchmark
Mathematics Achievement

CENTRAL

2008 &
2009 % % Point

School (District) Proficient/ Increase

Advanced
Redfield Jr. High
(White Hall) 53 74 21
Magnet Cove High
(Magnet Cove) 60 77 16
Greenbrier Jr. High
(Greenbrier) 65 79 14
Mt. Vernon/Enola High
(Mt. Vernon/Enola) o7 71 14
Pulaski Heights Middle
(Little Rock) 57 71 13
NORTHWEST SOUTHWEST
2008 & 2008 &
. 2009 % % Point fatp 2009 % % Point
School (District) Proficier;)t/ Ir:)cre(z)z:\r;e School (District) Proficient/  Increase
Advanced _ Advanced
Fea Rcijdg)e Middle 66 90 23 :EBrIQ\mS High 21 51 30
Pea Ridge _
Decatur High 45 63 18 i_gecéise?];ug High 37 65 28
(Decatur) _
Plainview Rover High Nevada High 50 77 27
, 36 54 17 (Nevada)
Two R
E(ivr:(:gst“cl)?wrslhigh Junction City High 37 58 21
(Jasper) 57 73 16 (Junction City)
El d Middl Harmony Grove
(Rc?;gg)o e 62 77 15 (Harmony Grove) 61 77 16
NORTHEAST SOUTHEAST
2008 & 2008 &
L 2009 % % Point ftp 2009 % % Point
School (District) Proficienot/ Ir:)creog':\r;e School (District) Proficient/  Increase
Advanced = e Advanced
Oak Ridge Central rossett Miadle 41 60 19
YV\(/(Z::e?; High 32 57 25 (Clarendon) 20 37 17
Tuckerman High Hermitage Middle 38 55 17
Calico Rock Hig 26 42 16
(Calico Rock) S7 1T 20 (D.ermott)‘
Central Elementary g2 g, 19 Rison High 54 67 13

(Truman) (Cleveland Co.)




D. Middle Schools, Literacy

Table 101: Top 20 Most Improved Middle Schools BaseBenchmark Literacy

Achievement

2008 &
0, 0, 0, i
School (District) Region (53;?353 FQL P?c?f(i)cgieft/ |ﬁcf§£e
Advanced

1 Emerson High (Emerson Taylor) SW 7-12 48 49 73 23
2 Bradley High (Bradley) SW 7-12 64 5275 23
3 Oak Ridge Central High (Twin Rivers) NE 7-12 61 41 63 22
4  Bruno-Pyatt High (Ozark Mountain) NW 7-12 76 462 21
5 Viola High (Viola) NE 7-12 44 66 87 21
6 Dierks High (Dierks) SW 7-12 46 6383 21
7 Dewitt/Gillett High (Dewitt) SE 7-12 48 63 83 20
8 Wickes High (Wickes) SW 7-12 100 55 19
9 Mt. Vernon/Enola High (Mt. Vernon/Enola) CN 7-12 60 63 80 18
10 Cabe Middle (Gurdon) SW 5-8 72 563 17
11 Calico Rock High (Calico Rock) NE 7-12 50 66 84 17
12 Horatio High (Horatio) SW 7-12 59 5774 17
13 McCrory High (McCrory) NE 7-12 50 56 72 16
14 Jack Robey Jr. High (Pine Bluff) CN 8-9 70 306 16
15 Lockesburg High (DeQueen) SW 7-12 42 57 73 16
16 Cross County High (Cross County) NE 7-12 69 83 16
17 Shirley High (Shirley) NW 7-12 67 52 67 15
18 Emmet High (Blevins) SW 7-12 60 346 15
19 Pea Ridge Middle (Pea Ridge) NW 6-8 43 70 85 15
20 Decatur High (Decatur) NW 8-12 62 680 15
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Table 102-106: Top 5 Most Improved Middle Schaol&rkansas by Region, Benchmark
Literacy Achievement

CENTRAL

2008 &
2009 % % Point

School (District) Proficient/ Increase

Advanced
M veron/Enom 0 63 80 18
‘(Jgrc];gguc;fk))ey JT. High 30 46 16
Mmoo
evoeede 55 70 1
et
NORTHWEST SOUTHWEST
2008 & 2008 &

2009 % % Point
Proficient/  Increase

2009 % % Point

School (District) Proficient/ Increase

School (District)

Advanced Advanced
oo 0 62 21 Eneron ey 49 73 23
(SS';‘]'IL';})’ High 52 67 15 ?Brrzgl'e";})’ High 52 75 23
(F:Dealscijdg)e Middle 70 85 15 ?Di_erllfs) High 63 83 21

ea Ridge ierks :
E)i‘é:tﬂg High 65 80 15 mg‘lfs High 56 75 19
Green Forest High Cabe Middle
(Green Forest) 53 67 14 (Gurdon) 56 73 17
NORTHEAST SOUTHEAST
2008 & 2008 &

2009 % % Point
Proficient/ Increase

2009 % % Point

School (District) Proficient/ Increase

School (District)

Advanced Advanced

Oak Ridge Central Dewitt/Gillett High

: e 41 63 22 , 63 83 20
High (Twin Rivers) (DeW|tt)_ :

X}g:;”'gh 66 87 21 hitgj(‘g‘f Middle 44 55 11
CalcoRookHigh g5 gy 17 GpenonMoh a5 m
nerony 56 72 16 (clvelant o) 56 66 11
Cross County High Star City Middle

(Cross County) 53 69 16 (Star City) 62 73 10
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As was the case in the elementary school secteweral schools classified as “middle schools”
made noticeable improvementhonth math and literacy between 2008 and 2009. Thesmtch
were: Oak Ridge Central High (Twin River), EmmegHiBlevins), Lockesburg High
(DeQueen), Pea Ridge Middle (Pea Ridge), CalicakRbogh (Calico Rock), and Decatur High
(Decatur).

In this section, we only highlight schools that @amproved remarkably between 2008 and
2009. Most schools listed on the overall top-perioig schools list for the state of Arkansas
(section one of this report) performed at high Iswe both 2008 and 2009, and therefore are not
on this “most improved” list. However, there welheete schools that not only improved between
2008 and 2009, but were placed onakerall top-performing schools list for Arkansdea

Ridge Middle (Pea Ridge) increased 23 percentage points th @&# proficient and advanced
in math, and 15 percentage points to reach 85%cpenf and advanced in literacy, making Pea
Ridge Middle sixth overall for mathematics achieesrtnand thirteenth overall for literacy
achievement in the statéiola High (Viola) increased 21 percentage points to reaél 87
proficient and advanced in literacy between 2008 2009, and placed seventh overall in the
state. FinallyCalico Rock High, with a 17 percentage point increase to reach gesftcient

and advanced in literacy, placed nineteenth ovardhe state.
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E. High Schools, Algebra

Table 107: Top 20 Most Improved Schools Based o@ Bfgebra Achievement

2008 &
0, 0, 0, I
School (District) Region  S0UCS R profistond  Ineronse
Advanced

1 Lockesburg High (DeQueen) SW 7-12 42 29 91 62
2 Crossett High (Crossett) SE 9-12 52 24 74 50
3 Sheridan High (Sheridan) CN 9-12 32 40 86 46
4  Mineral Springs High (Mineral Springs) SwW 7-12 67 38 82 44
5 Jacksonville Middle (girls) (Pulaski Co.) CN 6-8 69 55 94 39
6 Earle High (Earle) NE 9-12 93 2 40 38
7 Cutter-Morning Star High(Cutter-Morning CN 7-12 55 40 74 34
8 Plainview Rover High (Two Rivers) NW 7-12 70 43 77 34
9 Prescott High (Prescott) SW 9-12 52 63 96 33
10 Norman Jr. High (Crossett) SE 5-8 49 37 70 33
11 Morrilton Senior High (South Conway) NW 9-12 48 36 68 32
12 Hackett High (Hackett) NW 7-12 32 49 81 32
13 Pea Ridge High (Pea Ridge) NW 9-12 27 35 66 31
14 Taylor High (Emerson- Taylor) SW 7-12 34 60 91 31
15 Oden High (Ouachita River) SW 7-12 63 59 90 31
16 Junction City High (Junction City) SwW 7-12 42 35 66 31
17 Hermitage High (Hermitage) SE 9-12 71 32 61 29
18 Waldron High (Waldron) NW 9-12 51 49 77 28
19 Gravette High (Gravette) NW 9-12 34 59 85 26
20 Mammoth Spring High (Mammoth Spring)  NE 7-12 56 47 73 26




Table 108-112: Top 5 Most Improved High Schoolarkansas by Region, Algebra

Achievement

CENTRAL
2008 &
—_ 2009 % % Point
School (District) Proficient/ Increase
Advanced
Sheridan High
(Sheridan) 40 86 46
Jacksonville Middle—
Girls (Pulaski Co.) 55 94 39
Cutter-Morning Star
High (Cutter Morning Star) 40 74 34
Mabelvale Middle
(Little Rock) 65 89 24
Bismarck High 63 86 23
(Bismarck)
NORTHWEST SOUTHWEST
2008 & 2008 &
. 2009 % % Point I 2009 % % Point
School (District) Proficient/ Increase School (District) Proficient/  Increase
Advanced Advanced
Plainview-Rover High Lockesburg High
: 43 77 34 29 91 62
(Two Rivers) (DeQueen)
(oot Commy O 36 68 32 Mo somay 10" 38 82 44
Tﬁ:c‘gzg)'*'gh 49 81 32 (F;"reeifcgtt)t High 37 70 33
e ey 0" 3% 66 31 eeon o 60 91 31
Waldron High Oden High
(Waldron) oy 28 (Ouachita River) 59 90 31
NORTHEAST SOUTHEAST
2008 & 2008 &
o 2009 % % Point o 2009 % % Point
School (District) Proficient/ Increase School (Districy) Proficient/  Increase
Advanced Advanced
(EE":}JI'S) High 2 40 38 (%"rgjsseit)t High 24 74 50
?fﬂim‘iﬁgﬁﬁg?g 47 73 26 ('\éfgggt’t‘) Junior High g3 g 33
écademlc Center of 74 100 26 Hermitage High 32 61 29
xcleller_lce (\(/3\/5;eolal) E\I/lﬁercramt?]ge) Hioh
Palestine eatley cGehee Hig
HighI (Palest(ijne Wheatley) 38 64 26 (McGehee) . 55 79 24
Walnut Ridge Star City Hig
(Lawrence Co.) 50 75 25 (Star City) 60 81 21
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F. High Schools, Literacy

Table 113: Top 20 Most Improved Schools Based o@ Eracy Achievement

2008 &
_ , Grades % 2009 % % Point
School (District) Region Served FRL Proficient/  Increase
Advanced
1 Fourche Valley High (Two Rivers) NW 7-12 69 8 67 59
2 Wonderview High (Wonderview) NW 7-12 44 255 40
3 Norphlet High (Norphlet) SW 7-12 42 29 62 33
4  Shirley High (Shirley) NW 7-12 67 3366 33
5 Norfork High (Norfork) NW 7-12 67 47 76 29
6 Greenland High (Greenland) NW 9-12 36 460 29
7 Harrisburg High (Harrisburg) NE 9-12 68 40 68 28
8 Earle High (Earle) NE 9-12 93 633 27
9 Bradford High (Bradford) NE 7-12 56 40 66 26
10 Mulberry High (Mulberry) NW 10-12 44 3964 25
11 Harmony Grove High (Harmony Grove) SW 7-12 40 46 71 25
12 Bismarck High (Bismarck) CN 9-12 49 4B7 24
13 Scranton High (Scranton) NW 7-12 51 41 65 24
14 Waldron High (Waldron) NW 9-12 51 3862 24
15 Marion High (Marion) NE 10-12 41 42 65 23
16 Mountainburg High (Mountainburg) NW 9-12 50 339 22
17 Fountain Lake High (Fountain Lake) CN 9-12 33 32 54 22
18 Blytheville High (Blytheville) NE 9-12 100 2143 22
19 Horatio High (Horatio) SW 7-12 59 29 51 22
20 Quitman High (Quitman) NE 7-12 39 356 21
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Table 114-118: Top 5 Most Improved High School&rkansas by Region, Literacy
Achievement

CENTRAL

2008 &
2009 % % Point

School (District) Proficient/ Increase

Advanced
Bl.smarck High 43 67 24
(Bismarck)
Fountain Lake High
(Fountain Lake) 32 54 22
J. A. Fair High
(Little Rock) 11 30 19
Ouachita High
(Ouachita) 58 76 18
Lisa Academy High
(Lisa Academy) 65 83 18
NORTHWEST SOUTHWEST
2008 & 2008 &
—_ 2009 % % Point P 2009 % % Point
School (District) Proficient/  Increase School (District) Proficient/  Increase
Advanced Advanced
FTourg_he \;alley High g 47 59 z\ll\l%:mle?)t High 29 62 33
WO RiIvers
Wonderview High Harmony Grove High  ,~ -4 o5
(Wc.)ndervie.w) 25 65 40 (Harmqny G_rove)
(Ssl’r]]!rlle))l High 33 66 33 mggg:)(; High 29 51 29
iriey : : :
NoforkHgh 47 7 g9 SMOMIMGN 59 5 20
Greenland High Fordyce High o5 a4 19
(Greenland) 40 69 29 (Fordyce)
NORTHEAST SOUTHEAST
2008 & 2008 &
I 2009 % % Point o 2009 % % Point
School (District) Proficient/  Increase School (District) Proficient/  Increase
Advanced Advanced
Harrisburg High Monticello High 43 62 19
(Harrisbu!'g) 40 68 28 (Monticgllo) :
coorie High 6 33 27 LoKeside High 19 33 14
arie
Bradford High Drew Central High 28 42 14
(Branord) : 40 66 26 (Drew (?e?]tral) 8
Mar_lor; High 42 65 23 h_ii (';29)1 14 28 14
arion .
Blytheville High 51 29 DES AT T 45 58 13

(Blytheville) (Des Arc)




All types of schools are improving in Arkansas. Taege of students eligible for FRL at each
school varies. For the EOC portion, a school wilieav as 27% of students eligible for FRL and
a school with 100% FRL made the list.

Two schools were on the “most improved” list fothbalgebra and literacy — Earle High (Earle)
and Waldron High (Waldron). Again, there were sdldbat not only improved between 2008
and 2009, but that also placed on the overall ®fepming schools for the state Arkansas. For
EOC Algebralockesburg High (DeQueen) had 29% of students score proficientdeaiaced

in 2008, which increased to 91% proficient or adhehin 2009, placing the school seventh in
the stateTaylor High (Emerson-Taylor) also placed seventh in the statéligebra EOC with
91% proficient and advanced, which was an incréase 60% proficient or advanced in 2008.
Oden High (Ouachita River) had 59% of students score praftoie advanced in 2008, reaching
90% proficient or advanced in 2009 to be placethtemerall. In EOC LiteracyNorfork High
(Norfork) was the only school to be a “most impravand a “top-performing” school. Norfork
High had 47% of students score proficient or adedrnn 2008, and 76% proficient or advanced
in 2009, to be ranked fifteenth overall.

FINAL THOUGHT

Since our founding in 2003, the mission of the &fffor Education Policy has been to look at
pressing issues through the lens of academic i@seaad disseminate our findings to educators,
policymakers, and other stakeholders around ArlsariSeery once in a while, however, we
think it is okay to stray from issue analysis amd@y share somgood newsThroughout this
report, we have highlighteskveraloutstanding schools in Arkansas. These school®eated

all over the state and deserve congratulationthinoted performance. We look forward to
continued improvement and recognizing Arkansas alshwext year!
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APPENDIX

A. Methods

The Office for Education Policy strives to makeddlbur calculations and publications
transparent to our readers. Thus, in this appendigescribe our data source, calculations
performed on these data for the purposes of owrtieg, and our method for determining a
school’s classification as an elementary, midditdyigh school.

All data used in this report were obtained from Alnkansas Department of Education.
Benchmark and End-of-Course exam scores were @otéiom the testing section
(http://arkansased.org/testing/test_scores)hi@ther data, such as the percent of students
eligible for free and reduced lunch, were obtaifteth the Arkansas Department of Education
Data Centerhttp://adedata.arkansas.gov

All data were analyzed at the school level; howgtrer ADE provided the percentage of scores
at the proficient and advanced level by grade. &loee, in order to present an accursthoot

level percentage of students scoring proficienta@hnced across all grades, a weighted
average for each school was calculated to accoumifferent levels of enrollment at each grade
level. In an effort to highlight schools that weteong in both subject areas, we calculated a
simple average of the school level percent praficed advanced in maémd literacy at the
elementary and middle school level, and in all BiGourse subjects at the high school level, to
measure overall performance for each school.

Schools are divided into two school types: elem@rdahools and middle schools. However,
elementary schools and middle schools can be ldhidfierently, as there is not a specific way
to name or to structure the grades in a schoohdRd@han comparing schools based on their
name, we attempted to sort the schools by the greelwed at each school. For the purpose of
this report, we classify schools that serve stuglengrades K-5 as elementary schools and
schools that serve students in grades 6-8 as nmsdti@ols.

Of course, not every elementary and middle schtsottiis rule. For all other grade
combinations, we identify the school as elementanpiddle based on the grades the school
primarily serves. For example, if a school serveslgs four through six, we classify that school
as an elementary school. Based on our rule, twidegrégrades four and five) are at the
elementary level, and one grade (grade six) isantiddle school level. A school that has the
same number of elementary and middle school gradgassified as a middle school. For
example, a school with grades five and six is agreid a middle school in this report.

Additionally, you may see a high school on the redethool list. This is because some high
schools serve grades seven and eight as well. €hehlBnark score for any high school on the
middle school list is the average of grades seweifoa eight only. Any school administering
End-of-Course examinations is considered as paheohigh school section of this report.

The goal of this categorization scheme is to engarthe extent possible, that similar schools are
compared to each other. Of course, it is diffitaltreate a perfect “rule.” These guidelines were
used to simply provide as much consistency as plessihen comparing Benchmark
performance.




B. Compete School List

To view the scores of all schools in Arkansastvisi
http://www.uark.edu/ua/oep/AER/6 2 Outstanding Edional Performance Awards Append

ix.pdf




