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'Concord' grapes are a major fruit crop in the Ozark region of Arkansas, and most of this production goes to the unfermented
juice industry.

Preliminary reports with daminozide on 'Concord' grapes (Ark. Farm Research 19(2):6 and 21(3):9) have shown yield increases
when applications were made between first and full bloom at concentrations from 1,000 to 3,000 ppm. Daminozide increased
yields as a direct result of increasing the berry set. It is important to the grape juice industry that no yield increase result in loss
of juice quality. Therefore, a study was established in 1976 to further test the effects of daminozide on yield and juice quality
during a year when fruit set conditions were the poorest in recent history. Two vineyards were selected for this test: a young,
productive 9-year-old vineyard that normally has no problems with fruit set, and an older, less productive 19-year-old vineyard
that has had fruit set problems.

Daminozide was applied to the vines as a dilute spray solution at concentrations of 0 (control), 1,000 ppm, and 2,000 ppm. The
entire vines were wetted to the point of drip. All applications were made between first and peak bloom (50 to 60 percent of the
clusters blooming). All treatments were replicated seven times.

At harvest, fruit yields were recorded as Kg/ha x 103. Representative fruit clusters from each plot were selected and
immediately frozen for later quality analysis.

Yield in 1976 of the young vineyard (9 yr.) was 55 percent greater than for the old vineyard and daminozide at 2,000 ppm
increased yields above the control by 30 percent. The interaction of vineyard age and daminozide concentration indicated that
the greatest percent increase in yields occurred in the older vineyard that had a history of poor set problems (See Figure). In the
old vineyard yields were significantly increased by application of 1,000 ppm and 2,000 ppm of daminozide (See Table).

Yield increases due to application of daminozide and the higher yields in the young vineyard were due to the increased number
of berries/cluster (See Table), which reflects an improvement in berry set. As yield and the number of berries/cluster increased,
berry weight tended to decrease.

Juice quality was not significantly affected by daminozide application within either of the vineyards, although quality tended to
be reduced by use of daminozide in the young vineyard as indicated by slightly lower % soluble solids and poorer color (higher
Z transmittance). At harvest, (August 27), the old vineyard, even with a lower yield, produced fruit of low soluble solids and
higher titratable acidity than the younger vineyard, indicating that it was a later maturing vineyard.

Results of this study indicate that application of daminozide at 1,000 or 2,000 ppm between first and full bloom can increase
yields by improving berry set in a vineyard with fruit set problems and during a year in which environmental conditions are
detrimental to normal fruit set. Under such conditions the improvement in yield was not associated with appreciable loss in
quality.

Tables and Figures follow.
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