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October 21, 2005

Dr. Ted Hodapp

Director of Education and Qutreach
American Physical Society

One Physics Ellipse

College Park, MD 20740-3844

Dear Dr. Hodapp:

I am writing this letter in support of the PhysTEC program at the University of Arkansas
which is designed to improve physical science and physics teaching and learning in
grades K-12. Ifit is true that “teachers teach as they were taught”, then it is of the utmost
importance that universities model effective teaching and learning strategies in science
courses that are delivered to both our majors and non-majors.

The College of Education and Health Professions is committed to the delivery of the
Master of Arts in Teaching degree which is a five year teacher preparation program in
which our students complete a fifth year involving a year-long internship in the public
schools and the completion of graduate coursework. The teacher education program at
the University of Arkansas is committed to employing delivery systems that actively
engage students in more inquiry-based, student-centered experiences that promote
cooperative learning and creative utilization of technology. And, of course, the field-
based instruction has provided our College with the opportunity to develop strong
professional relationships with teachers and administrators in our local school districts.
The components that are a vital part of our MAT degree program lend themselves to the
goals and teaching strategies that are supported by the Physics Teacher Education
Coalition.

It is also important to note that the College of Education and Health Professions has a
proven track record of working cooperatively and collaboratively with the Fulbright
College of Arts and Sciences. The Fulbright College has been a true partner in every
sense of the word in their preparation of our secondary teachers in the subject specialty
area such as physics and chemistry at the undergraduate level. Recently, faculty from the
Department of Curriculum and Instruction jointly developed and submitted a proposal
with Dr. Gay Stewart of Physics to fund science education students, beginning during
their junior year through their MAT year. Also, Gay has an office in Peabody Hall,
where faculty in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction are housed.

2001 Distinguished Program in Teacher Education awarded by the Association of Teacher Educators.
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