
Our dear friend, John Lewis, passed away on Friday, June 1st in Branson, MO.  He 

was 67.  He was a 1957 graduate of Fayetteville High School.  He served on the 

boards of the Fayetteville Public Schools, Beaver Water District, Winthrop 

Rockefeller Foundation, the UofA's Fulbright College, SWEPCO, Hass Hall Academy 

and the Washington Regional Medical Center.  John attended the University of 

Arkansas and served in the U. S. Marines before beginning his financial career. He 

returned to Fayetteville in 1969 as vice president of First National Bank of 

Fayetteville.   When John left First National Bank in 1987, he founded the Bank of 

Fayetteville. He retired as bank president in July 2004.   John then helped form the 

cornerstone of the Northwest Arkansas Council. John was also a dedicated volunteer 

and a long-time supporter of the University of Arkansas. He served as chairman of 

the Women's Athletics Committee during the Campaign for the Twenty -First Century.   

John founded teamlewis.biz, a consulting company, after he retired from banking. 

His company serves as a business accelerator in the Arkansas Research and 

Technology Park in Fayetteville. He also helped found and was President of the 

Northwest Arkansas Museum Foundation to facilitate the research and formation of a 

Science and Technology Center in the region. Both entities are thriving and moving 

forward to bring Johnõs projects and visions into reality.htp://teamlewis.biz  

John was very active in the formation of the Arkansas Research & Technology Park.  

He  was passionate about knowledge, technology and innovation.  As a man of vision, he understood the transforming quality 

of knowledge and discovery and its ability to benefit society and provide a stable future for the next generation of Arkansas .  

The University of Arkansas Technology Development Foundation was privileged to benefit from Johnõs service on its founding 

board of directors.  His vision and enduring spirit will continue to serve as an inspiration to the Foundation and its commun ity  

of affiliates at the Arkansas Research and Technology Park.  
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 The Technology Development Foundation is work-

ing through the process to select a private devel-

oper to construct the next building here in the park.  

See map below for proposed site location.  Contin-

ued on Page 2 
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FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. - University of Arkansas researchers, in partnership 

with a local company will develop a probe for future planetary rovers 

that will help scientists study the history of the solar system by 

examining the properties of layers of material beneath the surface of 

the moon, Mars, comets and other planetary bodies.  

Scientists at the Arkansas Center for Space and Planetary Sciences and 

officials of Space Photonics Inc. received a $403,000 grant from the 

Planetary Instrumentation Development branch of NASA, which will 

allow them to create an optical probe that can be used to determine 

the composition and amount of ice beneath the surface of a planetary 

body. 

"Our intention is to deliver to NASA hardware that is ready for a 

mission," said Rick Ulrich, professor of chemical engineering and 

principal investigator for the project. This particular instrument will 

help researchers answer questions that have been around since 

planetary bodies were discovered.  

Continued on Page 3 
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As most are aware, the UATDF issued the RFQ in late Decem-

ber and received six quality responses . A selection commit-

tee comprised of UATDF board members and staff, University 

administrators/staff and outside consultants and advisors 

reviewed and recommended four developer teams to be con-

sidered to receive the Request for Proposals.  The four cho-

sen to receive the RFP represent a wide mix of characteris-

tics.  They range from smaller, local organizations, to  large 

nationwide developers.  They all possess strong qualities that 

the committee looked for when deciding who should receive 

the opportunity to quote the project.  All four are very quali-

fied and talented groups.   

The deadline for submission of the RFP was June  15th.  The 

responses are being reviewed and a decision will be made 

over the next month.  Once a developer is chosen, the com-

mittee will work with the developer to decide the exact size, 

function and cost of the project.  It is the committeeõs goal 

to provide a structure that will accommodate new and exist-

ing companies from within the park that are experiencing a 

shortage in wet/dry lab, office and meeting space.  Ideas 

and recommendations are encouraged. 

 RFP Update Conõt. 

On May 18th, the Technology Development Foundation 

hosted itõs first annual Picnic at the Park. The picnic was 

designed to bring the park affiliates together for community 

building and relaxation.  

A tent was erected on the lawn east of the Innovation Center 

for shade.  Tables and chairs were brought in for dining 

comfort and the red and white checked table cloths added 

that extra picnic touch.  Participants enjoyed an Italian 

cuisine, salad and dessert.  Employees played volley ball, the 

kids played football and a few even threw the horseshoes 

around.  The weather cooperated beautifully.   

It was a great day for a picnic!  Thanks to all who attended.  

 Picnic at the Park  

This quarterõs issue 

brings focus to another 

friend who is gone, but 

definitely not forgotten.  

Scott Hancock, our for-

mer Technology License 

Officer took a new posi-

tion, in May, with the 

University of Bingham-

ton.  A reception was 

held in early May recog-

nizing Scottõs accom-

plishments in his job 

with his friends and co -

workers bidding him a 

nice farewell. Scott 

worked with University of Arkansas professors, graduate stu-

dents and companies here in the park on licensing and pat-

ent process to help take their companies to the next level. 

Thanks for your hard work and dedication over the past 

years.  You will be missed.   

Gone But Not Forgotten 
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Scott Hancock 


