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Understanding the New Testament Church

he reality and presence of God in the course of huyman
history is convincingly evident by the existence of the
new testament church. This institution completes the Gospel

message of Jesus Christ which has been written in and
human history spanning hundreds of generations and
thousand years. Some of the ideas shared in the following
few paragraphs are better appreciated by those who ha
understanding of the Bible and who are familiar with

one and will become increasingly enlightening with spirif
maturity.

The Gospel message

efore the foundation of the world and the creation

man, God decreed that salvation would be availablé
means of grace through faith in our Lord Jesus Chrig
everyone who by freewill believes in Christ, repents of th
sins, and calls upon His nam®lan is in need of salvation a
help from God because he is sinful by nature, deprave
unholy (Romans 3:10). Further, man'’s relationship with G
governed by Law, which makes him accountable and pu
able for his sins (Romans 7:9). However, because of lov

the desire to be gracious and merciful, Jesus Christ sacrifi

Himself to pay for humanity’s sins and thereby make it pos
to offer both salvation from condemnation and hope of et

1Ephesians 2:8—9; Luke 13:3; Romans 10:9—13

with

four

first
e an

old
testament stories. Nonetheless, this lesson is beneficial to every-
val



Understanding the New Testament Church

(life (First Corinthians 15:3). Those who accept Christ’s iV
tion (believing in Him and repenting of their sins) are mercif
forgiven of their sins and miraculously changed spiritually.
moment salvation occurs, the relationship that a believe
with God is no longer governed by Law but is establishe
grace. Thus, the Bible speaks of believers being no longer
the Law but under grace (Romans 6:14). Every beliey
previous relationship with God was governed by Law, but
present and new relationship with God is governed by gra
Christian’s life begins under the Law in sin and death and
under grace in righteousness and life. Jesus Christ make
passage from sinto righteousness and from death to life po
(Acts 4:12). A sense of awe accompanies the fact that
announced this plan of good news before Adam was cr¢
(Titus 3:5).

The Gospel written in
human history

he sequence of events beginning with God’s pror
and ending with the grace of salvation are recorde

ita-
ly
he
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history as a testimony of God’s intimate involvement in hur
affairs. The new testament church derives its name from it
in this historical presentation of the Gospel and assum
awesome responsibility in fulfilling its role in history.

appreciate the typological role of the new testament chur
history, four major events involved in salvation should be
in mind: (1) God’s promise of salvation before the world be
(2) the Law of sin and death, (3) the personal acceptance o
Christ, and (4) the grace of forgiveness and righteousnes
historical representations that depict these four major e
have nothing to do with the personal salvation of souls
therefore, are typologies of the events involved in salva
God has chosen to record the Gospel message of salva
historical events spanning hundreds of generations to sho
He s in control over events that are otherwise beyondthe ¢

.
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Understanding the New Testament Church

/of man. The four historical events that parallel and repres@
four events of the Gospel message are: (1) God’s prom
Abrahamto bless all families in the earth, (2) the covenantg
between God and Israel, (3) the presentation of Jesus Ch
Savior, and (4) the covenant of grace between God an
church (see table one below).

Table one. Comparison of the Gospel and its historical typolg

The Gospel of Salvation The Typology in History

1. God’s promise 1. God'’s promise to Abraham

2. The law of sin and death |2. Covenant of law between
God and Israel

3. Jesus Christ, Lord and 3. Jesus Christ, Lord and
Savior Savior

4. Grace 4. Covenant of grace between
God and His church.

Abraham and the promise

ypologically, Abraham represents God the Father,

Isaac represents Jesus Christ. Abraham receive
divine promise that a multitude of generations would ¢
from him (Genesis 12:1—3, & 7). His son Isaac came
miracle and promise, and through him, the nation of Israe
heirs to Abraham’s promise came forth. To complete
typology, God told Abraham to offer Isaac as a sacrifice. Ju
God offered His Son to be a sacrifice before the foundatig
the world (Revelation 13:8), Abraham offered his son be
the existence of Israel. However, the sacrifice of Isaac was
a typology, so God stopped Abraham from completing
Qacrifice before Isaac was killed. Nonetheless, the typol9

Sl S —h ¢t D

=)

D

11

tthe
se to
law
ist as
His

Yy

and
] the
me

and
his
S5t as
n of
ore
only
the
y of



Understanding the New Testament Church

(Abraham and Isaac as God the Father and Son was fulfi
Following these events, Isaac married Rebekah and the
two sons, Esau and Jacob. The birth and events that tran

despise its worth. Jacob’s life shows how that we are chos
God to receive salvation by grace, though undeserved, be
we believe in His promise. Jacob's name change to |

(Genesis 35:10). From Jacob was born the nation of Isf
which was identified by Jacob’s new name.

Israel and the law

he role of the nation of Israelin history was to repre

the condition of being lost or condemned when o
relationship with God is governed by Law. Their time in Egy
was one of bondage, suffering, and death. When they foll
Moses to the desert, they met God at Mt. Horeb. Becaus
were fulfilling the historical typology of a person condemne
sin, their relationship with God was governed by law (
known as the law of Moses)f they obeyed God, they woulg
be blessed. If they disobeyed God, they would be cursed
law is referred to as the old covenant or the old testament.
events and conditions of this covenant are recorded in the
testament of your Bible. Because the Law is the means wh
we are condemned for our sins, the presentation of God {c
tribes of Israel at Mt. Horeb was with smoke and fire, |
thundering, fear, and the threat of death to anyone who to
His mountain (Exodus 20:18). When our relationship with
is governed by Law, death and condemnation are certain

with God based on Law. This is why throughout the histo
Israel God was always punishing them and condemning t
They could not keep the law of Moses any more than a p

\ 2Exodus 24:3—8

in the lives of Esau and Jacob depict how salvation is persgnally
realized. Esau’s life shows how that salvation is availablejand,
in fact, intended for us but that it is lost when we reject it{and

illustrates how that we are changed by God after yielding to[Him

mans 3:20). It is not possible to establish a good relationship

12



Understanding the New Testament Church

n

(can keep the Law of God and expect to go to heaven. Thi 3, the
lesson of Israel in history is to show that the lost are condemned
in their sins because their relationship with God is governed by

Law. Failure and doom are inevitable.

Jesus Christ the Savior

bout fifteen hundred years after Israel made their

covenant of law with God, Jesus Christ came to fulfi
the prophecies telling of the Messiah that would save them
their enemies. Though Jesus Christ had been slain fro
foundation of the world to make salvation possible for every
from Adam to the end of the world, He came to earth at a crjti
time in history to fulfill the historical typology of the Gosy
message. Without Jesus Christ, salvation from the Law

possible. Jesus presented Himself to Israel as their Savi
Jesus’ crucifixion showed that death is the only way to
salvation possible. Also, Jesus did not use a typology sub

orderto emphasize that He is the only qualified sacrifice. D
Jesus’ time in Israel, He ended the old covenant of law

just as salvation has been available to everyone fro
beginning. The events of this new covenant are recorded

history marks a change fromlaw to grace justas when He
into a believer's life marking a change from Law to gr
Whereas Israel was responsible to represent one’s relati
governed by Law, the new testament church is responsible to
represent a believer’s relationship governed by grace.

.
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Understanding the New Testament Church

'The new testament church
and grace

he church’s role in history and typology is awesom
significance. The church has the responsibility to e

table failure of a relationship with God governed by Law,
church’s testimony is to show the success of a relationship

sible to the covenant. Our frequent failures and struggles
sin exemplify the importance of the love, grace, and mercy
has for us. The church, while exhorting and encouraging figh-
teous living, must, therefore, also show no less love, grace
mercy than God does. Further, because God humbled Hi
to serve man, believers in His church should do no less. ¢
gualities that church members should possess because the
attributes of God include forgiveness, holiness, purity, faith
ness, trustworthiness, honesty, and peace. Being assogiated
with a church is a big responsibility that should be taken

seriously.

14
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@aptism and
the new testament church

ceded by baptism. This act on the part of a belig
is a public proclamation that he is identified with Christ &
desires to uphold the testimony of the Gospel and bring ot

first step after being saved to announce his beliefthat God's
is the right and best way to live (Luke 7:29). Baptismis ay
link to the succession of authority that God gives to His chu

powered to participate and conduct the ministry of the |n

that every member be baptized in conformance to bibl
instruction. Without acceptable baptism, a believer lack

associated gifts. Such baptismis called alien baptism. Ac

full of well-meaning, but unscripturally baptized memb
lacks the power and promise of God associated with pic
baptism. The well-being and longevity of such a church
threatened because of the intense spiritual warfare Sa
waging against new testament churches. Acceptable bap
requires an authorized official of the church to do the bapti
a believerto be baptized, and water for the complete imme
of the believer. Churches who fail to practice baptism by t
guidelines or accept into membership believers not pro
baptized are filling their pews with people who are not au
rized or empowered to participate in a new testament ch
Eventually, these churches develop a corrupt message
Gospel and are diverted from God'’s work. Fortunately, th
individual churches may fail, new testament churches
continue to exist until the end of the world because of Chri
promise (Matthew 16:18).

because of the good that so many parachurch organizatio

\churches where many sincere and talented believers are

15

M embership into the new testament church is|pre

Some are confused about the legitimacy of ministri

ministries do. There are many organizations and unauthafi

to Jesus Christ. Submission to baptism should be a beligver's

Through baptism, believers are divinely authorized and|em-

testament church (Acts 1:8). Thus, it is of critical importance
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(the Lord. Many are reaching the lost with the Gospel, and many
are helping to equip the saints in the faith. However, these
groups are not new testament churches. Regardless
activity and good done by a ministry, inclusion into the
testament church is by authorized baptism alone. It is
desire that every believer choose to participate in His church and
contribute to the fulfillment of the historical typology of the
Gospel. Just as saints in times past had a choice to join Israel or
to remain separated from Israel, so likewise, saints havg the
same choice today with regard to the church. This has nathing
to do with salvation or being in the family of God. To distinguish
His church from all other organizations, God refers to it ag His
bride (Ephesians 5:23—32). The reason for this is that as in
marriage, God has a covenant with His church. This covenantis
permanent—a commitment to be faithful to each other. Every
believer should desire to be in the bride of Christ, and every
believer should view his association in the church like a mar-
riage commitment. In addition to demonstrating the relationship
Christ establishes with believers; strong, faithful commitments
result in strong churches. The success of churches requires
commitment on the part of the members to be faithful and to
fulfill their role in the ministry for Christ. Church hoppers do npt
make for good, dependable churches.

The Lord's Supper and
the new testament church

hough baptism is a one time event when dong in

accordance to biblical instruction, God gives the new
testament church another ordinance to serve as a special time of
publicly declaring identity with Christ, remembering Christ's
work, and renewing commitment to Christ. Proper observance
of the Lord’s Supper involves unleavened (no yeast) bread and
unleavened (no fermentation) fruit juice. The unleavened hread
and juice indicate that Jesus’ body and blood were acceptable
offerings of sacrifice for our sins because there was no sin in

. /
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Understanding the New Testament Church

/Him. The significance of the new testament church and|the
importance of each member’s responsibility to protect|the

church’s testimony is indicated by the consequences resulting
from carnality and sin of unrepented church members paltici-
pating in the Lord’s Supper (communion). First Corinthi
11:30 records that many members were sick, weakly, and
dead because of failing to take the church seriously espe
during the time of special renewal and remembrance at gom-

in the Lord’s Supper (First Corinthians 11:29). For this reason,
achurchisresponsible to remove from membership unrep
members in violation of their covenant to God and to {
church and to practice closed communion (First Corint
5:7—13). Closed communion defines the boundary of sp
relationship, responsibility, and accountability that each ch

the special relationship between the new testament churc
God and the importance of membership in a church. Belig

to God, it has a special relationship to Him, and it is of g
importance to Him. He expects every believer to consider their
church membership important.

Leadership in the
new testament church

Because the newtestament churchis of suchimporta
0 God and to the historical typology of the Gospel,
God has given specific instruction to protect it. Leaders ir
church bear responsibility to guard the spiritual well-bein
the members, to educate them, to oversee spiritual growth, and
to ensure that ministry activity is in conformance to God'’s
and instruction. Therefore, the Bible gives criteria for selegti
@adership and cautions against approving ordination foy

17



Understanding the New Testament Church

/perienced men (First Timothy 3:1—13). 1:he emphasi
leadershipis on godly character and selection by the Holy
(Acts 20:28). The pastor ultimately shoulders the responsi

deacons. God designates leadership in the church to
organization and efficiency to accomplish His work physic

in the church. Likewise, all members in the church are exp
to participate in all areas of ministry from prayer to decoration,
to witnessing, to facility maintenance, to teaching (Hebr
13:6&13). The ordained leaders in the church are given t
church to serve as rolemodels of what God expects from
member (First Corinthians 11:1). Every member shoul
concerned with improving his service to God and with his
in the new testament church (First Corinthians 12:18).

Discipline in the
new testament church

embers who choose to forsake their responsibility to

Christ and are unrepented concerning their sin
a serious threat to the spiritual and physical health of the church.
To protect the integrity of the new testament church, Go
given guidelines for church discipline (Matthew 18:15—18).
member in violation of his commitment to God and to
church should be personally confronted and encourag
repent of his sins. If he refuses this personal exhortation, he is
to be confronted by several members. If he remains unrep
about fulfilling his responsibility to live worthy of the new

18
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@stament, thenthe churchisresponsible to remove that member
from church membership to let God deal with him (
Corinthians 5:12—13). Removal from church members
emphasizes to the disciplined member that he has done
acknowledges as a witness to the community that such be
is unbecoming and dishonorable to Christ; maintains the i
rity of the church’s ministry, authorization and empowerm
protects the church’s role in fulfilling the historical typolog

righteousness in the new covenant; and reminds everyone

pline shows two important qualities of God: (1) His expectation
for believersto live inthe righteousness of a new life in Him,|a
(2) His love for and readiness to forgive those willing to repe

Unaffiliated, new
testament churches

0 ensure that His church is well guided and proteq
Christwants to personally oversee each new testa

Him to effectively coordinate a world-wide ministry. For t
reason, man-made hierarchies and organized conventions|e
nal to churches should be avoided. Every new testament ¢
should remain unaffiliated and independent of man-made

xter-
urch

nizations. While mission boards, conventions, and para-church
organizations have noble intentions, they are in violation of
biblical doctrine. Only the new testament church is designated

.
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Understanding the New Testament Church

commission, (2) fulfill the historical typology of the Gos
message, (3) receive empowerment from the Holy Ghos
have divine appointed overseers, (5) have authority to ba
(6) be called His body, and (7) be called His bride. The
testament church is God’s idea, His creation, and His methga
reaching the world. It is the only institution on earth with
promise that it will withstand the gates of hell (Matthew 16:
All other organizations are inferior and less desirable. Also,
compete with the church for the resources, talents, and me
ship of believers. Further, they contribute to confusing beli
about the importance and role of the new testament chur

Christ and the
new testament church

U nderstanding the significance of the new testa
church and its purpose explains the Bible's exclal
tion in Ephesians 3:21, “to God be glory in the church.”
cannot improve on what God has organized, authorized
empowered. Every church should desire Christ’s person
pervision and oversight rather than the guidance of man-

desire membership in an unaffiliated, new testament chu
the only ministry biblically recognized as being organize
Christ personally. Interestingly, the tendency of menis to

done, or for vanity and prestige, or for control. However, thi
not the way Christ wants the ministry done. The new testan
church is Christ's idea, and whatever He does should
respected. In fact, every believer should desire to participa

failing of some churches to meet the needs of people is not
to failure on Christ’s part in designing the church but is|t
failure of believers to follow Christ. Failure of churches dp
not justify abandonment of the new testament church or

. /
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Understanding the New Testament Church

(formation of man-made organizations with the noble intentj
of helping churches. Itis, instead, a call to awaken believ
be godward. Itis an indication that believers are failing to li
to God and to follow His lead. It is an indication that belie
need to renew their commitments to localized, new testa
churches and focus their resources, talents, and energi
church ministries. This is not to say that conventions,

church organizations, and believers not associated with

to the needs of people. Paul indicated in his letter t
Philippians that he was thankful that ministry was being

1:15—18). Many groups have been atremendous help to pe
and to churches. However, as in the case of the man wh
casting out demons in the name of Jesus (Mark 9:38—40)
church organizations are not a part of the inner circle of
or in the bride. The decision for a church to be unaffiliated
for a believer to insist on membership in an unaffiliated ch
is a choice of conforming to biblical doctrine. Many non-chur
organizations can argue their legitimacy by the good the

outside. The good that many conventions do confuses p
about their doctrinal compromises and failings. For exam
the Bible says to mark individuals that teach contrary to so
doctrine. Churches that would otherwise be considered b
cally sound in doctrine and practice compromise their bib
integrity by affiliation with heresies in a convention. In f3
alliance with heresies for the sake of identity with a convent
condones and is tacit approval of the heresies by associg
Believers who would never think of supporting heresies d¢
by contributing to and supporting a convention. Ultimately
convention’s existence and benefits (retirement plan for mi
ters, training centers and materials, and financing for miss
eventually supersede doctrinal purity. Further, conventior)s
turn, wield power and influence by finances and politics
gardless of intentions good or bad) over churches. Conver
literally make or break some missions and churches that de

21
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Understanding the New Testament Church

interfere with and compete with the direct influence and con
that Christ desires to have over His churches. Conventior

intentions but eventually interfere with the sovereignty of lo
new testament church ministries.

Choosing a biblical church

ecause decisions are only as good as your informg

tant. It shows that God expects believers to be member
participants in a local, new testament church; that each cf

with other organizations; and that the significance of the ch
places a great responsibility on the members to be comm
faithful, and exemplary in their witness of Christ.

/on it for financial support. Such influence external to churthes

o

evidence of how man-made organizations can begin with good
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Understanding the New Testament Church

For an informative lesson on the new testament churg
localized, assemblies of believers bound by special cove
relationships request Dr. Briney's bookIBte Local, Visible
Church For information on the succession of Baptists fr
new testament churches by scriptural baptism, read Edg
Overbee'8rief History the Baptists).M. Carroll'sThe Trail
of Blood, and John T. Christian's scholarly history bo#k
History of the Baptists
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