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e shouldn'thave
tochoosebetween
gayrighJsan4
religious liberties.

its members to engage in
,'.' unrepentant homosexual
conduct." This'ib justone of a

' number,ofrecentCourt'and,
burearicratic decisions forcing
faith-based institutions to
embrace gayrights, nomatter ":,
theirsacredbeliefs. '

YeshivaUniversitYwas ordered'
to allow same-sexcouplos in'its,' 

,''

married dormitory In Boston'
Catholic Charities ended

adoBtioris after the state supreme
court forced it to Place children ; '

conscientioup o1.oj ector in this
particular culhue war. At a
political science conferenc-e, I had
the temerity to argue that, rather
than bnrsing to hold'o# "' 
conVentionsinstateswithout ":';1':i;

: S^-.-t.*marriagg;{veprofessors
- I shouldtolerateaintiderangedf ''

j views,iGive4thereagtion,I'mJust
. gladlllon'tneedagrantfuomany
: . oftheprofessorswhoheardit.

' 
I can't support intolerance of ' ' '

- religion. AiPresidentBhiapk: 'ii ' '

, obiatamigtrtpl4lit,Iani'a!r:ir'ri' " :

red'siate Ar-nerican witl'Eay" {ij l i'i r"'

"' ,: ' *atry(aoddivorce). Butlalso: "' | \

ffintffitF.ttt,ja.ttingina' i,"
blue 6tate at Villanova Universit]r'
wheretheAugustinianBrothers''
worshiP an awesome C'od, who

Themediaoftenreportonthe 
.

very real pain oJsam*sex couples,;
unabletovalidatetheii :

relationships through mqrriage.
Butreporters almostnever '

discuss thefirll implications of
samesex marriage, or the
undertyingaims of some of its
supporters.

Privately'many ofmyfellorry :

professors argue that a religiously
aQliatedcotledeoruniversW''
should receive no govegnryent

funding for student loans or
faculty research until gay and
lesbian couples can wed at the
campus chapgl, synagogue or
mosque.

I was reminded ofthis recenfly
when the US. Supneme Court let
stand a lower court ruling that the
Univdrsity'ofCalifornidioutd'r':,
deny recognition to a Christian

Catholic ihtetlectuals make

' reasonable cleirrnp thal children
benefit frsin:thermbno'garnous r

union of a man antl iryoman, who
, togetherprwide strength and

' diverse perspectives through their
gender differences.

Le gitimate co.ncerns' about the'
effect of Same'sex m4ryiage on

children are not Yet resolved bY

social science, as mY- friend
RichardRedding;iwhodoeS not i -

Religitut
New Intoler,ance

Law and Policy article revtewing
all o{the research on szrmesex '
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)) Robert Anthony Maranto holds

the 2Lst Century Chair in
Leadership in Department of
Education'Reform at the University' -

of Arkansas, He can be reach'ed at
rmaranto@uarl.edu.

I

+



coryDFRoMcl

parenting..
MoieoVe4 same'sex marriage

opponents have a Point when theY
argue that on this ibsue,

race-baseil civilrights approaches
shouldnotapplyRaceisso' :

r:ncertainacoacePtthatsorne i

scholan deny its objective
existence, while gender and
senral ofientation are central to
qw hunanity Sam+sex inarriage
is therefore afar greater social
change than interracial
mariage, so it is notnecessarilY
bigoted to,areue that reform
shouldbe gqadual.

But jup! b-qcquse manv of mY

friends who opPose same-sex

marriage are decentFeople with
reasonable views, that does not
mean they are right. I canirot
understand how a friend's
samqsex union threatens mY

heterosexual marriage' And if
sociat science finds that on
average, gay and lesbian
parentrng does not work quite as

well as staiehtParenting, whatof
it?Dowereallywanta
government powerful enough to
decree thatonly idealparents can
raise children? ,


