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eshouldn’thave

gayrightsand
A ' religious liberties.
The media often report on the -

unable to validate their
, relatlonshlps through marrlage
But reporters almost never -
discuss the full 1mp11cat1ons of .
same-sex rharriage, orthe
underlying aims of some of its
supporters. S
Privately; many of my fellow
professors arguethata rehgtously '
' afﬂhated co]lege or un1ver51ty
should receive no government
funding for student loans or
faculty research until gay and
lesbian cotiples can wed at the
campus « chapel synagogue or
. .mosque.

Iwas remmded of this recently
when the U.S. Supreme Court let
stand alower court ruling that the ’
) Un1vers1ty of California could’
deny recognitiontoa Christian =

to choose between : . . :

 very real pain of same-sex couples: At

. conduct » Phis'is just one of a

" bureaticratic decisions forcing

‘to allow sarme-sex couples inits "
. court forced itto place children

, marmage, they want to stigmati
" bigots or fools.

" intolerancemadémea

, convent1ons1nstatesw1thout o
Ty same-sex marriage,’ we professors )
should tolerate awiderange of -

' glad1don’t need a grant from any
L ooof the professors whoheardit. -

. frehgton AsPr t

. worsh1p anawesome God, who -
‘reasonable claims that children -

- together provide strengthand -
© diverse perspectlves th.mugh the1r

 children are not yet resolved by
* social s science, asmy friend

numberof recent courtand

faith-based mst1tut1ons to. .
embrace gay rights, no matter o
their sacred beliefs. ' v ;

Yeshiva’ Umversrcy was ordere :

married dormitory InBoston,
Catholic Char1t1es ended ‘
adoptlons after the state supreme ‘

with gay and lesbian couples I
short, many mte]lectuals T only‘
want to permlt same-sex 7 ;

religious d1ssenters as e1ther
Recently, such secular T

conscxenuous obJector 1n thlS
partlcular culture war. Ata
politi -al science conference Ihad
the temerity to argue that rather
than refusmg toholdour”

views. Given the reaction, I’mjust

i Ican’t support‘mtoleran of

spent many years teachmg ina:
blue state at Villanova University,
where the Augustlman Brothers

does not allow hatred Even so,
Catholic mte]lectuals make '

benefit fromthe monogalnous |
union of aman and woman, who-

gender d1fferences ‘
Legltnnate concerns yabout the ‘
effect of same-sex marriage on

Richard Redding; who doesnot -
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oppose gay marriage, pointsoutin..
his recent Duke Journal of Gender
Law and Policy artlcle rev1ew1ng
all of the research on same-sex »
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parentmg i

Moreover samesex marriage:
opponents have a point when they
arguethatonthisissue, |
race-based civil rights approaches.’
shouldnot apply. Race is so
uncertain a concept that some
scholars deny itsobjective
existence, while gender and
sexual orientation are central to
our] humamty Same-sex marrlage
is therefore afar: greater social
change than mterramal

marriage, so it isnot necessarily

" bigotedto argue thatreform
should be gradual

""pose same-sex

" reasonable v1ews, that doesnot
- mean they are right.Tcannot .
‘ understand how a friend’s
- same-sex unjon threatens my
heterosexual i mamage Andif
omal science finds that on
average, gay and lesbian.
parentmg does not work qulte as
well as stralght parentmg, what of'
it? Do we really want a
government powerful enough to
'decree thatonly ideal parents can
ralse chﬂdren” ‘

N

- Hampghire Gov John Lynch

ecent people W1th |

, war but it takes genmne ;

To take this to extremes should
President Obamalose custody of - _
his daughters because he smokés?” -
Research suggests thatmarriage
generally, gay or straight, islikely--.
better for chﬂdren thanthe
instability associated with.
out-of-wedlock birth. .~ .

.Forme, the reasonable L
* compromise would recognize ;.
‘same-sex marriage in the public.
sphere, while leaving space for +
 faith-based institutions, .
"including schools, co]leges and |
" social services agencies, to opt ol
of practxces that contradict thy
faith. Last month New

] same -5ex marriage b1]l

Was added L
Given human nature,
negot1atmg and compromlsmg
w1th opponents isnotas sexy
coercmg them to do'things yo
way, Yet ultlmately we can only
‘lessen the culture wars by :
lowermg their stakes, finding ~%*
ways for d1verse peoples to liv
and let 11ve w1thout sacrlﬁcmg

tribal, anyone canstarta culturej;e




